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Thank you to our Sponsors!!! 

Platinum Sponsors: 

Carollo 
CDMSmith 
CP&Y, Inc 
Jacobs 
MWH Global 
Pacheco Koch 

Platinum Sponsors (Cont.): 

Perkins Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
TTI Laboratories 
AECOM 
Municipal Valve and Equipment Com-
pany 

 

 

Gold Sponsors: 

Freese & Nichols, Inc.  
Gupta & Associates 

Hartwell Environmental Corp. 

Opstoberfest Sponsors: 

Black & Veatch 
CH2M HILL 

GarverUSA 

Volume 27, Number 5 September 2015 Newsletter  

Team Information Packet and Registration Form included on pages 14-16 
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Leadership Message - by Eva Gorgi 

The summer is almost over and everyone has been very busy with the everyday job 

routine and deadlines, especially students with school, parents with scheduling fall ac-

tivities for their children, and/or sending them off to college (like myself)é not to men-

tion, an especially busy time planning for WEAT-NTS as well. 

WEAT-NTS Executive Committee and Committee Chairs have been working relentless-
ly to plan activities, to make this year interesting and appealing for your ample participa-
tion: 

Ý The program committee, led by Matt Jalbert, prepared interesting topics for the bi-

monthly meetings. Please note, that November and January meetings will be of-

fered at lunch time. We trust, that this change will give an opportunity to those, who are not able to spend their evening 

time with their WEATies (Buster Fishera, I believe we definitely adopted your fitting term). Spread the word and invite your 

colleagues to join us. 

Ý Fred Holmes and his team have been working on the February Seminar program to make it as successful and well attend-

ed as it was in previous years. This yearôs topic is ñTaking Controlò (it sounds so interesting that you want to start nudging 

others aside). Fred is asking for abstracts- so please be a part of this seminar and submit your abstract. 

Ý Opstoberfest Cook-off- it will happen a day before Halloween. Letôs treat this fundraiser as a super event: dress up, bring 

your family, and make it as fun and spooky as possible. I promise to spoil everyone with tons of candies! Matt Jalbert, Brig-

it Buff, Heather Compton, and our ñveteranò cook-off organizer Monique Florez have all the details planned out. So, start 

brewing beer, prepare your smokers, use your best culinary techniques or try some new recipes and sign up as a 

teamé..or just show up for the assortment of delicious meals. 

Ý Sponsorships- I am so pleased to announce that WEAT-NTS was able to offer 23 scholarships for academic year 2015-16. 

Thank you to our sponsors, fundraisers, February seminar, and well maintained budget (two thumbs up to Jeff Sober /

balanced budget creator/ and Mark Perkins /treasurer/) our section has been able to increase a number of recipients every 

year. Chris Young and the scholarship committee did an excellent job using available funds and awarding 16 WEAT-NTS 

and 7 Daryl Hall scholarships. 

Ý Young professionals ï WEAT-NTSôs committee chairs: Grace Wike, Robert Staton, Charles Norman, and Wesley Tait 

have planned numerous events for you to socialize, connect, share, and have some fun with your peers from our industry. 

Please check the events schedule and place on your calendar. I promise you will not regret it! 

Ý Public Education: 

* Trinity River Cleanup Challenge- as you know, WEAT sent the river cleanup challenge to all of its sections, and youôll 

probably agree with me, this cleanup competition could not have come sooner as it is long overdue.  After all, extensive 

spring rains and flooding of the Trinity River created lots and lots of trash and debris brought on by high waters. There-

fore in response to this occurrence, our section has planned, for now, two events: one in Fort Worth and one in Dallas. 

Amy Robinson is inviting everybody to participate in TRWD Trash Bash on September 19
th
 in Fort Worth.  The Dallas 

event , Redeem the Stream is planned for November 14
th
. These should be fun events: plan to attend, bring your fami-

lies, and letôs do some cleanups!   See more information on page 10 and Mark your calendars!                                                                                                                      

Oops, I forgot to mention: we, the NTS WEATies, want to win the challenge and receive a big award at the Texas Water 

2016- therefore your participation is essential. Everyone counts! 

* Future City Competition for middle school students: Mark Mihm gave us a very informative introduction of this program 

at the July dinner meeting. As he mentioned, it is fun, life changing (for you and students), and a very rewarding experi-

ence. Please consider being an assistant to our wonderful students as they strive to build the best future cities. You can 

find more information in this newsletter. 

As you can see, a lot is happening in our section.  My wish and desire is to see you at each and every WEAT-NTS event. I look 

forward to seeing and spending time with you and enjoying some good ole tasty BBQ at the Opstoberfest extravaganza. 
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ñNAME OUR NEWSLETTERò CONTEST!!! 

We are currently soliciting names for our newsletter issues. Submit your ideas to  

Andrew.alleman@ch2m.com by November 1. Prize and eternal glory for the winning submission!!! 

Itôs Easy to Join Our Mailing List... 
We will e-mail you our newsletter, organization 

announcements, and other relevant infor-

mation. Just send your email address by text 

message: Text WEATNTS to 22828 to get 

started 

OR scan the QR code with your mobile device. 

WEAT-NTS Shirts for SALE! 
Show your support 

for the WEAT North 

Texas section with 

this embroidered 

logo polo t-shirt!  

For only $30, this 

amazing polo could 

be yours!  Shirts 

can be purchashed 

at  https://

squareup.com/market/weat -nts or at the next 
WEAT-NTS event.  Please contact Mark Perkins for more 

information at treasurer@weat-nts.org or 817.719.0372. 

HURRY ìLimited supply and sizes left!  

In This Issue... 

Leadership Message     2 

WEAT Announcements     3 

Sponsors & Sponsorship    4 

July Meeting Summary     7 

Announcements       8 

Young Professionals & E/I    9 

 

Public Outreach       10 

Upcoming Event Flyers     12 

Calendar of Events      18 

WEAT-NTS Contacts     18 

GET INVOLVED WITH WEAT! 

Are you interested in helping our organization and industry?  Please contact any of the WEAT-NTS  

 Officers for opportunities to help your community! 
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Thank you to our Sponsors!  

Black & Veatch 

Hartwell Envi-

ronmental 
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Interested in having an ad on this page?  

Find information on sponsorship at https://squareup.com/market/weat -nts and support this 
organization.  If you would like more information please contact Mark Perkins at 
treasurer@weat -nts. org  

MWH 
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Classic $250 

¶ For one dinner meeting 

¶ Recognition of Classic Sponsors 

 Announcement on front page of newsletter (name of firm) 

 Announcement in meeting reminder emails (name of firm) 

 Sign at meeting listing the sponsors (name of firm) 

 Verbal recognition of sponsors by President at the 

beginning of the meeting 

Gold $1,250 

¶ Recognition at ALL six meetings (for the price of five) 

¶ Recognition of Gold Sponsor is the same as Classic 

Sponsors at ALL six meetings 

Platinum $1,850 

¶ Recognition at ALL six meetings 

¶ Recognition of Platinum Sponsor is the same as a Gold 

Sponsor plus 

 Company name included in newsletter 

announcements, reminder emails, and sign at 

meeting 

 Display of digital banner at meeting (if supplied) via 

PowerPoint 

 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor by Prestident at the 

beginning of the meeting 

 Includes Sponsor Ship of 

 February Seminar 

 Weat NTS Scholarship 

 Daryl Hall Scholarship 

 Business card ad in the NTS newsletter 

Individual Sponsorship Opportuniites:   

¶ Fall BBQ Picnic Cook-off $250 

¶ Sporting Clay Station $150 

¶ Weat NTS Scholarship Fund (annual 

contribution) 
$100 

¶ Daryl Hall Scholarship Fund (annual 

contribution) 
$100 

¶ Newsletter Advertising (6 issues) and 

website link  
$150 

¶ NTS February Seminar $300 

¶ NTS February Seminar Table $500 

¶ NTS February Seminar Break Area 
$1,00

0 

¶ NTS Young Professionals $100 

WEAT-NTS offers three levels of sponsorships for the July 2015ðJune 2016 year, plus multiple individual 

sponsorship opportunities 

The sponsorship will support: 

¶ WEAT-NTS and Darryl Hall Scholarship Funds 

¶ Meeting Dinners 

¶ Sections activities (fall BBQ and Sporting Clays Tournament) 

¶ February Seminar 

¶ Young Professionals 

¶ Outreach Program (Science Fair, Future Cities, etc.) 

Dinner Meeting Sponsors: 
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The July WEAT-NTS meeting was held at Texas Star, which is located in Euless, on Thursday, July 16, 2015. 

The audience was delighted by a presentation from Glenn Clingenpeel, 

Environmental Services Manager for the Trinity River Authority, on the Upper Trinity 

Water Quality Compact.  The Upper Trinity Water Quality Compact was formed in 

1975 via a contractual agreement between the Trinity River Authority of Texas and 

the cities of Dallas, Fort Worth, and Garland.  Later, the North Texas Municipal 

Water District replaced Garland as the regional provider for wastewater services for 

portions of the East Fork of the Trinity and took their place on the Compact.  The 

main objective of the Compact is to improve the water quality in the river.  Glenn 

presented on the current flow rates that the Trinity River has seen since the rainfall 

events occurred this past May and June.  He also stated that the Compactôs river 

model boundary limits exist on the West Fork from Trinidad, Texas up to Beach 

Street in Fort Worth.  In addition to the Elm Fork, which starts at South Buffalo 

Creek up to Rowlett and Duck Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Major 

efforts currently underway involve the creation of a dynamic QUAL 2K water 

quality model.  This model will allow an analysis of the impact of nutrient concentrations on response variables 

such as dissolved oxygen and 

pH in the Trinity River.  This 

information will be used by 

managers and regulators when 

weighing the cost and 

complexities of nutrient 

removal versus potential 

environmental benefits.  In 

order to proceed forward with 

the model, the flows in the 

Trinity River will need to 

subside from recent rain 

events which could take 

several months. 

In addition, service plaques along with other memorable items presented to the WEAT-NTS Past Presidents, 

Buster Fichera and Jeff Sober.  We would like to thank them both for their exceptional service as past-

presidents. 

Our President, Eva with  
Glenn Cligenpeel 

Thank you Buster and Jeff for your service to WEAT-NTS! 

WANT TO GO BACK TO SCHOOL? 

Are you interested in educating college students about our industry?  Contact Jason Crawley at 

jkc@freese.com to speak at Universities and Colleges around the state! 
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Welcome to Baby Future WEATies!!!!                 
ñThere must be something in the water...ò 

We are happy to announce that Erin Flanagan, WEAT-NTS Section 
Representative & Past President, gave birth to her third child, Sean Robert 
Flanagan (right) on July 21, 2015. He was born 6 pounds, 14 ounces and 20 
inches long.  Congratulations to Erin and Family! 

 

Brigit Buff, WEAT-NTS President-Elect, and Brett Buff of North Texas Municipal 
Water District proudly announce the birth of their second son, Harrison Ellis 
Buff (left). He was born on September 2, 2015 and came into the world at 8 pounds, 6 
ounces and 21 inches long. Congratulations Brett and Brigit!! 

 

 

Jonathan Tran, CH2M HILL, and family present their daughter, Blakely Mara 
Tran (right), born on August 19, 2015 and was 8 pounds, 2 ounces, and 21 
inches long.  Congratulations to the Tran family! 

Want to submit an announcement? 

Submit on relevant news items such as new hires, acquisitions, project awards, recognition, and other new announcements.  Submit 

your 100 word announcement to weatnts@weat-nts.org 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. is proud to announce that Rebecca Patterson Diviney has 

joined the firm as a Project Manager in their Denton office.  Rebecca graduated in 1999 

from the University of Texas at Arlington with a B.S. Degree in Civil Engineering and in 

2004 from the University of North Texas with a Masters of Public Administration.  She 

has spent the last 15 years as an Engineer working on water and wastewater utility pro-

jects.  She currently serves at the WEAT Scholarship Fund Treasurer.   

Garverôs Texas Water team recently welcomed Dr. Ashley Pifer, PE 

and Dr. Michael Watts, PE to our Dallas area office where they 

have relocated from Fayetteville, Arkansas. Dr. Pifer is Garverôs dis-

infection technology leader and is currently leading research grants 

from the Water Research Foundation. Dr. Watts is the oxidation 

technology leader with Garver with over 10 years of research and 

development experience in cutting-edge physical-chemical water 

and wastewater treatment technologies.  
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The Young Professionals held a WEAT/TAWWA Joint Happy Hour at Henderson Tap 

House in Dallas Thursday, August 13th, where they enjoyed local brews and a chance to 

vote on the ingredients for a highly anticipated brew to be revealed at the upcoming Op-

stoberfest contest. Over 35 people were in attendance and a great time was had by 

all.  Thanks to Municipal Valve & Equipment Company for sponsoring the event!  

The YP Committee  needs YOUR opinion!! Please take a few moments to  

take a brief survey at the following link to help plan future events: https://

www.surveymonkey.com/s/H3YGYZM  

 

%Ⱦ) #/--)44%% 

The WEAT E&I Committee held its fourth technical seminar of 2015 on Wednesday, 15th July.  This session 

was primarily on the Thermal Hydrolysis Process (THP) but also included a presentation on Low Voltage Trans-

formers efficiency ratings.  The presenters were: 

1. The Thermal Hydrolysis Process (THP) ï Samir Mathur Vice President and Senior Project Manager in CDM 

Smithôs Dallas Office 

2. 2016 Update of 2005 Energy Act - Impact to Low Voltage Distribution Transformers ï Mr. Thomas Patzner, 

Product Manager LV-LV Transformers, Square D / Schneider Electric 

We had about 22 attendees from across the Metroplex representing owners, consultants, and contractors.  A 

copy of each presentation is available for download from the WEAT-NTS website. 

The seminar was held at the Eaton Corporation Training and Education Facility in Grapevine and Eaton provid-

ed lunch immediately following the seminar.  As you know, we have not charged, nor do we plan to begin charg-

ing any fee for participation in these seminars.  It is through the generosity and support of organizations (such 

as Eaton in this case) that we are able to host the meeting and provide a meal for free. 

Our next seminar is scheduled for September 16, 2015 and the general topic is ñSynchronous Motorsò.  Check 

your e-mail for details 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H3YGYZM
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/H3YGYZM
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Trinity River Trash Bash 

DONôT BE DEAD IN THE WATER! Join us 
for the 24th Annual Fall TRWD Trash Bash 
on Saturday, September 19th. Contact Amy 
Robinson (robinsonar@cdmsmith.com) if 
you are interested in participating. Family 
and friends are welcome and can attend the 
afterparty at Panther Island Pavilion kicking 
off at 11 a.m. Enjoy free food, prizes, givea-
ways and entertainment by 106.1 KISS FM! For more information, visit 
http://www.trwd.com/trinitytrashbash or TRWDôs Facebook page. 

Upcoming  
Volunteer  

Opportunities 

9/19 - TRWD Trinity River 
Trash Bash 

Cleanup Location: Shan-
nonôs Point Trailhead 

After Party Location: Pan-
ther Island Pavilion Down-
town Fort Worth 

11/12-11/14 ï CAST 2015: 
Defying Gravity, Fort Worth 
Convention Center 

11/14 - Redeem the Stream 

Now ï October 31 ï Partici-
pate in Career Day at K-12 
Schools 

Now ï 1/23/16- Be an Engi-
neer-Mentor with the Future 
City Competition 

 

Dallas Redeem the Stream 

Save the Date! 

Letôs get ready to Redeem the Stream! Catch 

up with old friends and meet new ones as we 

cleanup the Trinity River.  This fun weekend 

event will be held on November 14 from 9AM-

12PM and a delivious lunch will be provided 

directly afterward. 

 Checklist ï Gear and Rules: 

13 years old and up (for safety) 

Closed toe shoes 

Long pants 

Be a winner 

More information to follow!  Please Contact Elle Holbrook for more 

information at eholbrook@cpyi.com  

Join the Texas River Cleanup Challenge! 

WEAT-NTS is participating in two river cleanups, Trinity River Trash Bash (Fort Worth) and Redeem the Stream
(Dallas), as part of the Texas River Cleanup Challenge where all WEAT Sections are competing for the 
Trashiest Section Award at Texas Water 2016 and a spotlight in the Texas WET Magazine.  Both events will be 
competing with all 20 WEAT sections in Texas to collect the most trash possible.  Please see details for both 
events below. 

http://www.trwd.com/trinitytrashbash
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CAST Conference 2015 

WEAT will have a joint booth with TAWWA and EPA Region 6 at the CAST Conference in Fort Worth on Novem-
ber 12-14 at the Fort Worth Convention Center. CAST is the Conference for the Advancement of Science Teach-
ers and is attended by Kï12 science teachers from throughout the State of Texas. Visit their website http://
www.statweb.org/ for more information about the 2015 CAST Conference. We provide educational materials to 
teachers as it relates to the water environment. The North Texas Section is looking for volunteers to help with the 
booth. Planning is underway, so if you are interested in volunteering a few hours of your time, please contact 
Amy Robinson at robinsonar@cdmsmith.com or at 817.916.2927. 

Future City Competition 

Since its inception in 1992, the Future City (FC) Competition has become one of the largest engineering educa-
tion programs in the US.  The FC competition is open to all public, private, parochial and home school 6th, 7th 
and 8th grades.  The competition is designed to introduce engineering and help the students gain a better under-
standing of how their communities work and become more informed citizens. By applying math and science to 
real world problems, students learn how to utilize the Engineering Design Process to create solutions. The FC 
competition is divided into regional competitions that send the winning regional teams to compete in the national 
competition in Washington, D.C.  The local North Texas FC Competition website is www.dfwfuturecity.org.  
Please visit this site for additional information and to register as an Engineer-Mentor or Judge.   

The 2015-2016 Topic: Waste Not, Want Not Challenge 
The 2015-2016 Challenge: Design an innovative city-wide solid waste disposal system, for your future city that 
is safe, environmentally sound, and energy efficient. 

Through the FC program, students will work as a team under the guidance of a teacher and a technical profes-
sional.  Students will also use a popular award-winning computer game, SimCity, to design a logical model of a 

future city.  Students ƎŜǘ ǘƻ realize their design with a physical scale model built with recycled materials, Re-
search and write an essay on an assigned engineering topic.  They will finally communicate their design to a 
panel of judges in a public presentation, and see firsthand how engineers turn ideas into reality. 

Engineer-Mentors are part of the team.  They work directly with the students and teacher, acting as advisors, 
and are involved in all phases of the competition. The Engineer-Mentor provides technical assistance and real-
life experience as the students work on the competition.  WEAT has been a sponsor of a special award for the 
past two years and many WEAT members have served as volunteers for Engineer-Mentors and Judges. 

For more information or guidance, contact Mark S. Mihm, P.E. at mark.mihm@hdrinc.com and at telephone 972-

960-4422. 

Career Day K-12 

When you were a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up? Career Day encourages children to begin 
thinking about what they might want to be when they grow up. As another school year begins, so does the op-
portunity for us to participate in Career Day at our childrenôs school. Career Day gives students an opportunity to 
learn about different careers and vocations by exposing them to fascinating, important, and COOL careers, 
opening their minds to exciting worlds they may not normally see. Plus, our children are proud to have their par-
ent talk to their friends about what they do.  Many school districts have already scheduled their Career Day 
events, so check out your childôs school district website or ask their teachers about how you can get involved. 
Letôs make a difference in our community and teach our children and their friends about what we do for our com-
munity and environment. Contact Amy Robinson at robinsonar@cdmsmith.com or 817.916.2927 for more infor-
mation or ideas for Career Day presentations or activities. 

http://www.statweb.org/
http://www.statweb.org/
mailto:robinsonar@cdmsmith.com
http://www.dfwfuturecity.org
https://www.dfwfuturecity.org/comp.html#sim
mailto:mark.mihm@hdrinc.com
mailto:robinsonar@cdmsmith.com


 

12 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 



 

13 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 



 

14 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 



 

15 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 



 

16 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 



 

17 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2015  www.weat-nts.org 


