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May, 2018 Dinner Meeting 

Date:   Thursday, May 17, 2018 

Location:  Texas Star Conference Center, 1400 Texas Star Pkwy, Euless, TX 76040  

Time:        Social Hour 5:30-6:30;  
    Dinner & Presentation 6:30-8:00  
 
Presentation Title:  
“Getting Back in the River, Instream & Environmental Flows in the Trinity River  Basin”  Presenter:   
Webster Mangham, Environmental Services Manager for the Trinity River Authority of Texas  
 
Click here to register. 
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
LEADERSHIP MESSAGE 

Dear WEAT-NTS Members: 
 
I hope everyone has had time to catch-up from an event filled Texas Water 2018 in San Antonio.  The North Texas 
Section was not only represented well by the members, but received numerous recognitions throughout the water 
industry in the state of Texas!  As you read through the newsletter, you will find more detail on awardees, but I 
would like to congratulate Ron Patel (Dallas Water Utilities), Jeff Sober (Garver), North Texas Municipal Water 
District, City of Garland (Duck Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant), Trinity River Authority (Denton Creek 
Wastewater Treatment Plant), Mark Perkins (Perkins Engineering), Clifford Creeks Jr. (Dallas Water Utilities) , 
Harold Burris (City of Wichita Falls). WEAT-North Texas Section (Trashiest Section Award), North Texas Members 
who serve on the Safety & Security Committee and many other award recipients who received WEAT awards (Life 
Membership Awards and Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers).  I am very proud of all award winners! In ad-
dition to these awards, the North Texas Section received the membership drive award and we won by one member. 
Keep up the excellent work in spreading the word about our organization in the North Texas Section. 
 
I hope to see everyone at the upcoming WEAT-NTS May Dinner Meeting.  We have an excellent speaker from the 
Trinity River Authority, Webster Mangham.  His presentation is "Getting Back in the River, Instream & Environ-
mental Flows in the Trinity River Basin".  The meeting will be held at Texas Star, which is located in Euless, Texas 
and the social hour will begin at 5:30 P.M.  The public education and outreach committee is participating in the up-
coming 4th Annual Spring TRWD Trash Bash, which will be held on Saturday, May 19th from 8:30 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  
Further details are provided in the newsletter. 
 
As you all can tell, the spring/summer is going to be busy in the North Texas Section, I would 
encourage all members to attend the upcoming May meeting so that we can vote on the nomi-
nations for the upcoming WEAT-NTS Executive Committee Officers for 2018-2019.  This presi-
dency has flown by fast and I have enjoyed representing this section. I would like to thank all of 
those who were involved with planning any activity this past year. I hope everyone has a safe 
and exciting summer!     
                  Matt Jalbert, WEAT-NTS President 

https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts
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For more information contact Grace Sober gdsober@lan-inc.com 

	

TREASURER’S REPORT 

For more information contact  Reyna O. Reyes  ROReyes@lan-inc.com   

1. Current Balances: 
Checking:       $31,368.00 
Investment Account:    $368,811.00 (as of 3/31) 

 
2. The WEAT North Texas Section continues to be a proud supporter of the Operations Challenge.  This year, our 

section was able to donate $7,500 to support the 30th Annual Competition, hosted at Texas Water, the largest 
regional water conference in the nation.  Congratulations to all 6 teams that attended from the Metroplex! 

 
3. The 2016-2017 fiscal year financial summary was presented at the January meeting.  If you couldn’t make the 

meeting or have additional questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at gdsober@lan-inc.com.  Remem-
ber, your participation in WEAT NTS events is what allows us to keep writing checks and continue making a big 
impact in working together to meet the needs of our members for professional growth and development, edu-
cating the public on water environment issues and protecting and enhancing the water environment.  Keep up 
the good work! 
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It’s Easy to Join Our Mailing List... 
We will e-mail you our newsletter, organization announcements, and other relevant information. Just send your email ad-

dress by text message:  
Text WEATNTS to 22828 to get started! 

INTERESTED IN MENTORING/EDUCATING?  
Are you interested in educating college students about our industry?  Contact Allison Blake at 

 Allison.Blake@freese.com to speak at Universities and Colleges around the state! 

Date Event Location (*Tentative) Topic/Speaker (or contact person) 

5/17/18 WEAT-NTS Dinner 
Meeting 

Texas Star Conference Center “Getting Back in the River, Instream & 
Environmental Flows in the Trinity River 
Basin”  

Webster Mangham, Environmental Ser-
vices Manager for the Trinity River Author-
ity of Texas 

7/19/18 WEAT-NTS Dinner 
Meeting 

TBD Topic / Speaker TBD 

5/19/2018 WEAT Trinity River 
Cleanup  Challenge 

Cold Springs: 1301 E. Northside Dr., Fort 
Worth, TX 76102 

 

9/14/18 2018 Daryl Hall Golf 
Tournament 

Waterchase Golf Club Brandt Miller 

	

WEAT-NTS & WEF 2017-2018 EVENTS 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

AECOM  
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 
Perkins Engineering Consultants, Inc. 
Carollo 
CDMSmith 
CP&Y 
Walker Industrial 
Jacobs 
HDR 
MWH– Now part of Stantec 

Hazen 
Pacheco Koch 
 

Gold Sponsors 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. 
Hartwell Environmental Corp. 
Black and Veatch 
	
	
 
 

Thank	you	to	our	2017/2018	Sponsors!!!	

Want to see Your Name Here? Contact Phil Spitzer pspitzer@ntmwd.com or CLICK HERE. 

https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts
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	WEAT-NTS 2017 - 2018 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS	

Matt Jalbert 
President 
469.475.0922 
jalbertm@trinityra.org 
 

Mark Perkins   
President-Elect  
817.719.0372 
mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 
Newsletter 
Audit 

Phil Spitzer 
Vice President 
469.626.4918 
pspitzer@ntmwd.com 
Program 
Meeting Coordination 

Grace Sober 
Treasurer 
214.765.8731 
gdsober@lan-inc.com 
Finance & Bookkeeping 

Rami Issa 
Deputy Treasurer 
972.735.3012 
rami.Issa@aecom.com 
Assistance with Finances,  
Bookkeeping & Sponsor Tracking 

Keith Vierra 
Secretary 
469.585.2748 
keith@nrgroup.net 
EC Meeting Minutes 
YP Special Events 

Audit 
Mark Perkins 
817.719.0372 
mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Public Education/Science Fair 
Elle  Frier (Holbrook) 
214.640.1769 
eholbrook@cpyi.com 

Awards 
Nash Reddy 
214.920.8166 
Nash.reddy@jacobs.com 

Scholarship Fund 
Chris Young 
817.806.1700 
cyoung@@apaienv.com 

Constitution/Bylaws 
Amy Robinson 
817.332.8727 
robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 
 
Finance 
Grace Sober 
214.765.8731 
gdsober@lan-inc.com 

Seminar 
Lance Klement 
972.377.7480 
LPKlement@GarverUSA.com 

  
Fundraising 
Heather Wootton 
972.377.7480 
HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 
 
Communications 
Mark Perkins 
817.719.0372 
mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Website 
Andy Paulson 
469.619.1241x108 
 ajpaulson@sig-auto.com 
 
Nicole Conner 
214.288.7609 
nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com 

 Historian 
Betty Jordan 
817.806.1703 
bjordan@apaienv.com 
 
Nominations 
Brigit Buff 
972.548.0000 
bbuff@ltrc-inc.com 

YP - Dallas 
Kaylee Dusek 
972.377.7480 
KPDusek@GarverUSA.com 
  
Reyna Reyes 
214.522.8778 
ROReyes@lan-inc.com 

PWO 
Lance Phillips 
214.293.7693 
Lance.phillips@dallascityhall.com 
 
Photography 
Malcolm Cowdin 
972.262.5186 
cowdinm@trinityra.org 

YP - Fort Worth 
Marc Cashion 
817.403.1140 
marc@pumpsolutions.net  
  
Paula Monaco 
817.806.1718 
pmonaco@apaienv.com 

Programs 
Phil Spitzer 
469.626.4918 
pspitzer@ntmwd.com 

University Liaison 
Allison Blake 
214.217.2219 
Allison.Blake@freese.com 

Heather Wootton 
Section Rep 
912.377.7480 
HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 
 Liaison between section & board 
Represents section at WEAT Board 

Meetings 
Sporting Clays 

Brigit Buff 
Past President 
972.533.2499 
bbuff@ltrc-inc.com 
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CONGRATULATIONS NORTH TEXAS SECTION’S 2018 AWARD WINNERS 

Ron Patel  
Alan Plummer Innovation 

and Excellence in Water 
Reuse Award 

Jeff Sober 
Arthur Sidney Bedell 

Award 

North Texas Municipal Water District 
Exemplary Employer Award 

City of Garland, Duck Creek WWTP 
George W. Burke, Jr. Award 

City of Garland, Duck Creek WWTP 
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant of the Year  

Category 3 (greater than 15 MGD) Award 

Trinity River Authority, Denton Creek  
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant of the Year  

Category 2 (1MGD to 15 MGD) Award 

Harold Burris 
Outstanding Operator of 

the Year Award 

Jeff Sober 
Outstanding Service 

Mark Perkins 
Sidney L. Allison Award 

Life Membership Awards: 
Leonard Ripley, Ashok Varma, Richard Talley 
 
Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers: 
Justin Diviney, Puneet Gupta, Nyla Langford, Sherri van der 
Wege, Heather Wooten 

Clifford Creeks, Jr. 
William D. Hatfield Award 

North Texas Section 
River Cleanup Awards / Trashiest Section Award 
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For more information contact  Heather Wootton HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

	

OPERATIONS CHALLENGE 
Operations Challenge 30 Years and Going Strong! 

by Heather Wootton and Jeff Sober 

For another year in a row, WEAT Operations Challenge raised the bar and 

hosted its largest competition year ever with 13 teams competing, nine teams 

made up of Texas operations employees and four teams visiting from Arizo-

na, California, Colorado, and Louisiana.  

Six teams represented the North Texas Section including the Dallas Water 

Utilities AquaTechs, Dallas Water Utilities Central Snappers, Trinity River 

Authority CReWSers, Trinity River Authority Waste Warriors, North Texas 

Municipal Water District South Mesquite Rangers, and the North Richland 

Hills POOseidons. Teams battled it out at the 30th Annual Operations Chal-

lenge competition.  

The final rankings are calculated based on the amount of time it takes for 

each team to complete the five events. The overall first, second and third 

place are called out below.  The WEAT NTS TRA CReWSers walked away with 

the first overall award.  

The prestigious David Barber Competitive Spirit Award is awarded to the 

competitor with the best spirit and drive, and represents one of the highest 

honors a competitor can receive. This year the teams’ selected Steve Price 

from the Trinity River Authority to receive this award. This award was creat-

ed in 2008 in memory of the late David Barber, a longtime member of the 

Dillo Xxpress. Judy Barber, wife of David, and Barbie Barber, sister of David, 

was on hand to give this award out to Steve. The David Barber Competitive 

Spirit Award is graciously sponsored by Dunaway.  

This year WEAT is able to sponsor six teams to attend the national confer-
ence at WEFTEC in New Orleans, Louisiana all of which come from WEAT NTS. These teams include the : DWU Aqua 
Techs, DWU Central Snappers, NRH Pooseidons, NTMWD South Mesquite Rangers, TRA CReWSers, and TRA 
Waste Warriors.  
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UNIVERSITY CORNER 

For more information contact  Alison Hage  (Blake) Allison.Blake@freese.com    

We had a successful 12th WEAT Student Design Competition at Texas Water! We had a total of 8 teams from 6 uni-
versities, which included LeTourneau, LSU, SMU, Tarleton, Texas A&M, and Texas Tech. The presentations were 
given on Tuesday, April 24th where the panel of judges listened to their presentations and reviewed their design 
notebooks a couple of weeks prior. The first place team will represent WEAT at the national competition at 
WEFTEC 2018 in New Orleans. 

Thank you to all of the mentors, judges, and committee members for putting together a successful competition – 
Allison Blake & Elle Holbrook, 2018 WEAT Student Design Competition Lead Chairs 

First Place: SMU  Second  Place: Texas A&M  

Third Place: Tarleton  Judges 
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATES 

For more information contact Chris Young cyoung@apaienv.com 

Calling all potential scholarship recipients!!!!  Are you or one of your dependents considering continuing your education 
this next year?  Could you use a little extra help in funding that education?  Have you been a contributor to our industry, 
either through your work or through WEAT involvement over the years?  Are you or a dependent pursuing a 4 year de-
gree, a 2 year degree, or even just a technical program of study?  If the answer to any of these is YES, then you may just 
be eligible for one of the two scholarships the WEAT North Texas Chapter awards each year.  Please see the description 
and application links of both at the following location:  https://weatnts.wordpress.com/scholarships/  
 

While preference is given to courses of study that relate to our industry and field of work, there are other factors consid-
ered as well – and the basic purpose of these scholarships are to help those in our industry pay for continuing education. 

Please put the word out to all your colleagues, including those that work in Operations, Maintenance and Laboratory 
work at North Texas Utilities.  The deadline for submission is June 29, 2018 at 5pm CST.  Contact Committee Chairperson 
Chris Young, at cyoung@apaienv.com and 817.806.1700, if you have any questions.  We look forward to a robust group 
of applicants! 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
PERSONAL NEWS 

FORT WORTH, Texas – April 4, 2018 – Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. (APAI) announc-

es the selection of Chris Young, PE, as the firm’s President/CEO, effective January 15, 

2018. 

Signature Automation is pleased to welcome Agata Ristow, PE, to the firm to rein-

force our existing electrical design capabilities. Ms. Ristow is an accomplished electri-

cal engineer and project manager with 11 years of experience in the water/

wastewater, solid waste, oil and gas, and transportation markets. We're excited to 

have her on board to continue expanding our design services to benefit our clients . 

CDM Smith is happy to announce the recent hiring of four new engineers in their Dallas office. Chris Patin 
has been hired as a conveyance project manager, Debbie Santos as a water supply planner, Suparna 
Mukhopadhyay as a graduate engineer out of Texas A&M and Jesse Hamm as a graduate engineer out of 
Purdue.  You can reach Chris, Debbie, Suparna, or Jesse at 214.346.2800 
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For more information contact  Elle Frier (Hollbrook) eholbrook@cpyi.com 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
WEAT Texas River Cleanup Challenge Awards  

The Texas River Cleanup Challenge is in its 3rd year now! This is a friendly competition between the Water Environment Association of Texas 
(WEAT) Sections (joint sections and student chapters included) while providing a positive impact locally. It is part of a Texas-wide effort to keep 
local waterways clean while promoting environmental awareness and stewardship. The competition’s primary goal is to facilitate involvement and 
connection between WEAT Sections and their communities, as well as encourage communication and collaboration among sections. Cleanup chal-
lenge events are exciting opportunities to promote local environmental awareness, jump-start activities in your local WEAT section, and have fun 
while enhancing your local community. Three sections participated in this year’s challenge, which include the sections of North Texas, Central Tex-
as, and Southeast Section.  
 
The North Texas Section participated in the city-wide Trinity River Trash Bash in Fort Worth hosted by Tarrant Regional Water District and hosted 
its own 3rd annual Redeem the Stream cleanup along the Trinity River in Dallas.  The Dallas River cleanup partnered with GroundWork Dallas to 
continue a rehab effort of a floodplain area. Between the two events, WEAT-NTS volunteers collected a whopping 125 bags of trash!  In one of their 
events, their volunteers collected 2580 lbs. of trash and 3000 lbs. of debris rendering a grand total of 5580 lbs.! Volunteers were given shirts stating 
Challenge Accepted and featured the Redeem the Stream mascot, Trinity the Crab. To keep things interesting, the section also provided canoes for 
volunteers who had the gumption to take on the Challenge from the water. Their most interesting trash entries include a shopping cart buried in 
the river bottom and an ammo box. Funny enough, they also found trash bins which the volunteers reused to collect trash! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Central Texas Section promoted “Keep Austin Clean” by hosting their second annual Ladybird Lake Kayak Cleanup in conjunction with the local 
TAWWA chapter.  To cover more ground, they also held another event called “Adopt-A-Creek” in partnership with Engineers without Borders. This 
collaboration is new and there’s nothing like stomping around in the mud to build new friendships. To keep it creative, the volunteers chose 
kayaking for grabbing trash from not only the river banks but from the depths below the water surface. Cleaning up trash and working on rowing 

skills makes for a hungry group! All volunteers were provided with kayaks, cleaning supplies and a lovely lunch at a Tex Mex joint nearby. All volun-
teers wore bright garish attire in keeping up with their theme “Keeping things in Austin WEIRD and Clean”! Between the two events, they collected 
over 30 bags of trash. Their description of the most interesting trash “The great transmitter” got the attention of all our judges and they truly em-
bodied the spirit of keeping things WEIRD in Austin! 

The Southeast Section joined forces with the young professional section of TAWWA to host a trash cleanup at John P McGovern Cascade along Buf-
falo Bayou in Houston. The cleanup event was originally scheduled for the month of October 2017 but was cancelled due to heavy rains. This was 
rescheduled for flood damage mitigation in the month of November. Hurricane Harvey brought large amounts of silt to the City and volunteers 
helped move silt from around all trees in the park. This event may not directly relate to a conventional trash cleanup challenge but we would still 
like to make an honorable mention here for their enthusiasm in helping their community recover from the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey. 

 
The award for “Trashiest Section” goes to the North Texas Section that collected over 125 bags of trash.  The award for the “Most Interesting Trash” 
goes to the “The Great Transmitter” – The Central Texas Section. The award for the “Best Section Spirit” also goes to The Central Texas Section. 
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For more information contact Heather Wootton HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

WEAT—NTS SPORTING CLAYS 2018 
The 9th Annual WEAT-NTS Sporting Clays event returned back to one 
of our original shooting grounds at the Elm Fork Shooting Range on 
March 16, 2018. Even with heavy rains in the week leading up to our 
event, the range came up for breath to allow our event to take place. 
A big thanks goes out to our many sponsors, volunteers and partici-
pants. This years tournament brought nearly 100 participants and 
volunteers. This year’s sponsors included:  

 Alpha Testing 

 Archer Western 

 Carollo 

 Daryl Hall  

 Freese and Nichols 

 Garver 

 HDR 

 Municipal Valve 

 Perkins 

 Prime Controls 

 Ruhrpumpen 

 The Reynolds Company 

 The Valve Agency 

 Teague Nall and Perkins 

 Walker Industrial 

In addition to the heavy rains, this year  brought  
us our Inaugural Awarding of two first place  
awards, one that includes the use mulligans  
and one without.   
 

First Place Team – With Mulligans award with an average of 88.3 shots 
went to the Prime Controls I Team.  

First Place Team – Without Mulligans award with an 
average of 82.8 shots went to the BASF Team.  
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After a long day of shooting, teams were re-
warded with a BBQ lunch provided by BASF. This 
event would not be  possible without our volun-
teers and willing participants.  Thank you again 
for all who helped to make this event a  success. 
We are looking forward to another successful 
event next year! 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

WEAT—NTS SPORTING CLAYS 2018 (CONTINUED) 

Most Improved went to David Wal-
lace on the McCarthy Team with an 
improved score by +29 points.  

Top individual awards were awarded to players that did not use mulligans. 1st Place went to 
Mike Young with the Trinity River Authority of Texas, with a total of 88 out of 100 clays hit. 
2nd Place Individual John Bennett with the Trinity River Authority of Texas, with 86 points. 
3rd Place Individual was Jeff Lungrin with BASF, with 85 points. 

At Least we Weren’t Last Award went to the GAI Arc Blasters from Gupta and Associates. 

Award Team Name Score 
Team - 1st no Mulligans BASF 82.8 
Team - 1st with Mulligans Prime Controls 88.3 
Team - 2nd Archer Western Team 1 – Rod 

Lunkwitz 77.5 
Team - 3rd Prime Controls 74.0 
Team - Most Honest CH2M 32.0 
Team - 2nd to last GAI Arc Blasters 32.8 
Individual - 1st Mike Young 88 
Individual - 2nd John Bennett 86 
Individual - 3rd Jeff Lungrin 85 
Individual - Most Honest Bill Gase 10 
Female - 1st Nicole Flourney 38 
Female – 2nd Leyla Gutierrez 25 
Most Improved David Wallace – McCarthy Team +29 
Most Generous Sponsor $ Archer Western   
Most Generous $ per Person Prime Controls   
Top Volunteers Stefi Massey - AECOM 

Nyla Langford – Signature Auto-
mation   

Event Organizer Heather Wootton - Garver 
Eva Gorgi – Dallas Water Utilities   

1st Place Female Nicole Flourney  

2nd Place Female Leyla Gutierrez  
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Interested in having an ad on this page? 

Find information on sponsorship at https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts and support this 
organization.  If you would like more information please contact Phil Spitzer at pspitzer@ntmwd.com 
 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Austin 
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Don’t	See	Your	Name	Here?			
Contact	Phil	Spitzer	pspitzer@ntmwd.com	or	sponsor	on‐line	at	www.weat‐nts.org	


