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Thank you to our  

Sponsors!!! 

Platinum Sponsors 

AECOM 
Alan Plummer and  
Associates, Inc. 
CDM-Smith 

Hazen & Sawyer 
Perkins Engineering  
Consultants, Inc. 
Carollo Engineers, Inc. 
MWH Global now Stantec 
Jacobs 
Pacheco Koch 
Walker Industrial  
 

Gold Sponsors 

Freese & Nichols, Inc. 
Gupta & Associates, Inc. 
LAN 
Teague, Nall & Perkins, Inc. 
Hartwell Environmental Corp. 
LNV Inc. 
 
 

Volume 29, Number 7 May 2017 Newsletter 

May 2017 Dinner Meeting 

Date:   Thursday, May 18, 2017 

Location:  Texas Star Euless, Texas  

Time:      5:30 P.M. — 6:30 P.M.  Social Hour              

     6:30 P.M.— 8:00 P.M.   Dinner and Presentation 

Presentation Title: “ Ethics Disclosures – Keeping up with Changing Requirements ”  

Presenters: Stefanie Albright, Attorney,  Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C.  

Presentation Synopsis:  

This presentation will outline the certain conflicts disclosure requirements that governmental 

entities, and government officials and employees, need to be aware of when entering into 

agreements.  Specifically discussed with be Form 1295 disclosures required by the Texas 

Government Code, and conflicts disclosure statements required under the Texas Local Gov-

ernment Code.  The presentation will also highlight proposed legislative changes currently 

in progress that may affect these disclo-

sures. 

  

Note: P.E.’s may use this as ethics ed-

ucation 

     

https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts
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Leadership Message - by Brigit Buff 
Good day, Fellow WEATies! 

We all had such a great time catching up with many of 
you at Texas Water in Austin this year and hope you had 
a chance to chat with other WEATies from around the 
state as well as watch the talented Operations Chal-
lenge teams strut their stuff during the competitions. A 
special congratulations to WEAT-NTS's very own Jeff 
Sober for taking the reins as the new state WEAT presi-
dent for the upcoming year!! We also had several im-
pressive award winners at Texas Water, so be sure to 
check out that portion of the newsletter for more infor-
mation on who to congratulate at our next meeting. 

As the WEAT-NTS 2016-2017 year starts to wind down 
for the summer, we look forward to seeing each of you 
at the May dinner meeting where, in addition to our usu-
al agenda of networking and dinner presentation, we will 
also be holding our elections for the 2017-2018 WEAT-
NTS officers. Changing of the guard to our new officers 
will begin starting with the July meeting. This year's ex-
ecutive committee has been an absolute joy to work with 
and to lead, and I know that they will push that same en-
ergetic WEAT vibe going forward to the newly appointed 
people in our ranks.  

During the summer, we will also be beginning the plan-
ning process for our 2017-2018 programs during a June 
programs planning meeting. If you have some ideas on 
topics or speaker nominations you would like to bring 
forward to the committee for either our meetings next 
year or our February Seminar, WE NEED YOUR IN-
PUT!!  

As always, I hope to see each of your smiling faces at 
the next WEAT-NTS May Dinner meeting (details includ-
ed on the first page of the newsletter and in the email 
blasts), so if you have not RSVP'd for the meeting yet, 
please do so ASAP!! 

Stay safe (and cool!),  

Brigit Buff, WEAT-NTS President 

 

WEAT-NTS AND DARYL HALL 
SCHOLARSHIPS — CLICK 
HERE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://weat-nts.org/
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WEAT	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
 

It’s Easy to Join Our Mailing List... 
We will e-mail you our newsletter, organization announcements, and other relevant information. Just send 

your email address by text message:  

Text WEATNTS to 22828 to get started! 

In This Issue... 
Upcoming Meeting      1 
Leadership Message     2 
Contents &  Calendar     3 
Sponsors & Sponsorship    4 
Public Education       8 
Fund Raising Committee      10 
University Corner         13 
Daryl Hall Golf Tournament     14 

Texas Water 2017       15 
Texas Water Awards             18 
WEAT Contacts         21   

INTERESTED IN MENTORING/EDUCATING? 

Are you interested in educating college students about our industry?  Contact Jason Crawley at 
jkc@freese.com to speak at Universities and Colleges around the state! 

Date Event Location (*Tentative) Topic/Speaker (*Tentative) 

5/18/17 (Th) May Dinner Meeting  Texas Star, Euless, Texas Ethics Disclosures– Keeping Up 
with Changing Requirements — 
Stephanie Albright Esq. of Lloyd 
Gosselink Rochelle & 
Townsend, P.C. 

7/20/17 (Th) July Dinner Meeting Cowboys Golf Club, 
Grapevine, Texas 

Characterizing Non-Dispersibles 
in the Trinity River Authority’s 
Regional Systems” -  
Jennifer Moore, Environmental 
Services Coordinator, Trinity 
River Authority of Texas 

9/15/17 (Fr) 14th Annual Daryl Hall Golf 
Tournament 

Waterchase Golf Club, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Teams and Volunteers 
needed—Registration Opens 
June 1st, 2017 

10/27/17 (Fr) Opstoberfest 2017 Knights of Columbus, 
Arlington, Texas  

Great BBQ and fun time with 
WEATies! 

WEAT-NTS 2016 - 2017 Calendar of Events 



 

4 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter May 2017  www.weat-nts.org 

Interested in having an ad on this page? 

Find information on sponsorship at https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts and support this 
organization.  If you would like more information please contact Mark Perkins at 
mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com  

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Austin 
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By	Elle	Holbrook	

PUBLIC	EUCATION	

Dallas and Fort Worth Regional Science Fairs 
 

WEAT and AWWA sponsored a special award at the Dallas 

and Fort Worth Regional Science Fairs this year and volun-

teers from both organizations served as Special Award 

Judges. Thank you to all who volunteered and helped sup-

port awareness and water environment education for stu-

dents in our region! The winners will share their projects at 

the May Dinner meeting  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Regional Science Fair Junior Winners Senior Winners 

Fort Worth 

 

Darlene Miallie 
Ashar Khazi-Syed 
Shivani Patel 

Abhishek Mohan 
Gerrell Haynes 
Isabella Solis 
Hunter Meroney 

Dallas Russell Ramsay Meghana Nadella 

Eddie Ulbricht Khushi Thakkor 

Karthik Iyer Shirui Zhong 

Pranav Patta-
tathunaduvil 

  

Abishai Rajan   
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About the Competition: 

The annual Texas River Cleanup Challenge, hosted by WEAT, has just started its second year. The 

following awards are presented at the Texas Water Awards Breakfast: Most Interesting Trash, Best 

Trashy Photo, Best Trashy Site, and Best Section Spirit. The competition takes place May – March 

each year, with local WEAT sections sponsoring and participating in river cleanup events. The mis-

sion is to promote family-oriented awareness of environmental stewardship and interaction between 

sections. 

WEAT NTS Involvement: 

As part of the Texas River Cleanup Challenge, the North Texas Section (WEAT-NTS) organized its 

second annual Redeem the Stream river cleanup event and participated at TRWD’s Trinity River 

Trash Bash in Fort Worth. At the Trinity Trash Bash hosted by TRWD September 17, 2016 WEAT-

NTS officers, members, 

families, and spouses 

picked up trash along the 

Trinity River. This is the 

second year WEAT-NTS 

hosted Redeem the Stream, 

a cleanup of the Trinity Riv-

er in Dallas near Fishing 

Hole Lake on November 12, 

2016. In partnership with 

CP&Y and Groundwork Dal-

las, the WEAT-NTS Re-

deem the Stream event was a complete success. Over 5,508 lbs. of trash was removed from the Trin-

ity River! Special thanks to all of our volunteers - we couldn’t have done it without you!  

WEAT-NTS won the award for Best Section Spirit at Texas Water! 

2017	Texas	River	Cleanup	Challenge	Summary		

	PUBLIC	EDUCATION	
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By	Heather	Wootton	

FUNDRAISING	COMMITTEE	

 

WEAT‐NTS	Sporting	Clays	2017	

 

The 8th Annual WEAT-NTS Sporting Clays event blew by without a hitch which gave our shooters quite a chal-
lenge at this years event. A big thanks goes out to our many sponsors, volunteers and participants. This years 
tournament brought over 81 participants and numerous volunteers. This year’s sponsors included:  

           Alpha Testing  The Reynolds Company  

           Archer Western  UTRWD 

           Daryl Hall    Walker Industrial 

           Freese & Nichols 

           Garver 

           Municipal Valve 

           MWH Constructors 

           MWH/Stantec 
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First Place Overall Team award with an average of 

85.8 shots went to the Prime Controls I Team  

Third Place Overall went to the DWU Carollo team 

with an average score of 79.8 shots  

1st Place Female and Most Improved was Belen 

Campos with a score of 64 points  

The BASF team came Second Place Overall with 

an average of 84.5 shots  
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Award Team Name Score 

Team - 1st Prime Controls 1 85.8 

Team - 2nd BASF 84.5 

Team - 3rd DWU-Carollo 79.8 

Team - Most Honest MWH/Stantec 40.8 
Team - 2nd to last McCarthy Building Companies 46.0 

Individual - 1st Kevin Miller 91 

Individual - 2nd Barrett Miller 90 

Individual - 3rd Chanc Cobb 90 

Individual - Most Honest Steve G 21 

Female - 1st Belen Campos 64 

Most Improved Belen Campos +25 

Most Generous Sponsor $ The Reynolds Company   
Most Generous $ per Per-
son Archer Western   

Top Volunteers Lynn Hall-Alley   

  Stephanie Hall   

After a long day of shooting, teams were rewarded with a BBQ lunch provided 
by BASF. This event would not be possible without our volunteers and willing 
participants. Thank you again for all who helped to make this event a success. 
We are looking forward to another successful event next year! 

From Left to Right: 1st Place Individual went to Kevin Miller with a total of 91 out of 100 clays hit. 2nd 

Place Individual Barrett Miller with 90 points. 3rd Place Individual was Chanc Cobb with 90 points.  
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By	Allison	Blake	

UNIVERSITY	CORNER	
The 2016 – 2017 year was a great success for the WEAT Student Design Competition!  My co-chair, 

Elle Holbrook, and I kicked off the year with Jody Zabolio of Upper Trinity Regional Water District and 

Sam Barraco of Carollo Engineers to sponsor the competition prompt at the Riverbend Water Recla-

mation Plant. We had a record number of universities participate in the competition this past year in-

cluding LeTourneau University, Louisiana State University, Southern Methodist University, Texas A&M 

University, and Texas Tech University. Each team was paired with a mentor to assist the students with 

design concepts, design requirements and presentation skills. We would like to thank Nicole Conner 

(Kennedy Jenks), Wesley Tait (Carollo), Keval Satra (HR Green), Nick Landes (Freese and Nichols), 

Paul Roach (CP&Y), Kathy Fretwell (Kennedy Jenks), and David Jackson (Freese and Nichols) for 

their time and commitment to the teams.  At Texas Water, each team gave outstanding presentations! 

The results for the top three teams were LSU placed third, Texas A&M placed second, and SMU 

placed first. The SMU team will represent WEA of Texas at WEFTEC for the national competition! We 

are proud to have them represent our region! It’s not without the support of you and WEAT that we can 

put together such a successful competition each year! We are already starting to plan for the 2017-

2018 competition. If you are interested in sponsoring a prompt or joining as a team mentor. Please 

reach out to me or Elle Holbrook!  Allison Blake (Allison.blake@freese.com) 214-217-2219 
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By	Brandt	Miller	

DARYL	HALL	GOLF	TOURNAMENT	
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TEXAS	WATER	2017	

 

North Texas Section Represents at Texas Water Operations Challenge 

by Heather Wootton 

For another year in a row, WEAT Operations Challenge raised the bar and hosted its largest com-

petition year ever with 11 teams competing, seven teams made up of Texas operations employ-

ees and four teams visiting from Arizona, California, Colorado, and Louisiana.  

The Texas teams were primarily from WEAT-NTS and included the Dallas Water Utilities 

AquaTechs, Dallas Water Utilities Central Snappers, Trinity River Authority CReWSers, Trinity 

River Authority Waste Warriors, North Texas Municipal Water District South Mesquite Rangers, 

North Richland Hills POOseidons, and Austin Bat City. Teams battled it out at the 29th Annual Op-

erations Challenge competition. The Texas teams were competing for spots for the national com-

petition held at WEFTEC in Chicago this September.   

Operations Challenge helps to recognize excellence and professionalism in wastewater treatment, 

operations, maintenance, laboratory, safety, and collection systems personnel. This competition is 

a five event competition that pits teams of four against each other to race for the fastest time. The 

events are timed and penalties can be added for mistakes or shortcuts during the runs. The 

events include: The Laboratory Event, where teams simulate completing an alkalinity analysis, the 

Process Control Event, which is a pencil and paper test, The Maintenance Event, where teams 

race to complete maintenance on a Godwin pump, the Collections Event, a simulation of repairing 

an in-service pipe, and the Safety Event, where teams recover a downed colleague from a con-

fined space area. 

The individual event winners are listed in the table on the following page. 

The final rankings are calculated based on the amount of time it takes for each team to complete 
the five events. The overall first, second and third place are called out below.   

First Place Overall—TRA CReWSers Second Place Overall— DWU AquaTechs 
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 1. TRA CReWSers 

 2. Dallas AquaTechs 

 3. LA Wrecking Crew 

The prestigious David Barber Competitive Spirit Award is awarded to the competitor with the best spirit 

and drive, and represents one of the highest honors a competitor can receive. This year the teams’ select-

ed Ben the Comedian with Austin Bat City Water Works to receive this award. This award was created in 

2008 in memory of the late David Barber, a longtime member of the Dillo Xxpress. Judy Barber, wife of 

David, was on hand to give this award out to Steve. The David Barber Competitive Spirit Award is gra-

ciously sponsored by CH2M.  

 

	

TEXAS	WATER	2017	
Victaulic Exhibition Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

 
DWU AquaTechs 
DWU Central Snappers 
NTMWD South Mesquite Rangers 
NOLA Water Dogz 

Gupta Electrical Event 
First Place 
Second Place 
Third Place 

 
Turd-ologist Surprise 
LA Wrecking CREW 
NTMWD South Mesquite Rangers 

Freese and Nichols Process Control Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

  
TRA CReWSers 
LA Wrecking Crew 
RMWEA Colorado Elevated Ops 
NOLA Water Dogz 

Hartwell Environmental Laboratory Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

  
LA Wrecking Crew 
TRA CReWSers 
RMWEA Colorado Elevated Ops 
NOLA Water Dogz 

CP&Y Maintenance Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

  
DWU AquaTechs 
TRA CReWSers 
RMWEA Elevated Ops 
NOLA Water Dogz 

Carollo Safety Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

  
TRA CReWSers 
LA Wrecking Crew 
DWU AquaTechs 
NOLA Water Dogz 

AECOM Collection Systems Event 
Division I First Place 
Division I Second Place 
Division I Third Place 
Division II First Place 

  
NRH Pooseidons 
TRA CReWSers 
DWU AquaTechs 
NOLA Water Dogz 
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TEXAS	WATER	AWARDS	
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAWWA and WEAT gave out a total of 95 awards and 48 winners of these awards represented the 

North Texas Section!  Way to represent our section! 

Award 2017 Award Winner Region 

ARTHUR SIDNEY BEDELL 
AWARD (WEF) 

 Jenna Covington North Texas 

GEORGE W. BURKE, JR. 
AWARD (WEF) 

Dallas Water Utilities North Texas 

LABORATORY ANALYST EX-
CELLENCE AWARD (WEF) 

Jody Whitcomb North Texas 

WEAT LIFETIME ACHIEVE-
MENT AWARD 

Rhonda Harris North Texas 

WEAT PILLARS OF THE PRO-
FESSIONAL AWARD 

Walter Chiang North Texas 

WEAT MUNICIPAL WWTP OF 
THE YEAR AWARD (Category 
1 < 1 MGD, Category 2 - 1 to 15 

MGD, Category 3 > 15 MGD) 

Category 3 (>15 MGD) Central 
Wastewater Treatment Plant 

North Texas 

WEAT OUTSTANDING OPERA-
TOR OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Clifford Creeks, Jr. North Texas 

WEAT EMERGING LEADER 
AWARD 

Matt Jalbert North Texas 

WEAT SIDNEY L.ALLISON 
AWARD 

Hugh Kelso North Texas 

WEAT RONALD B.SIEGER BI-
OSOLIDS MANAGEMENT 

AWARD 
      City of Denton - Dyno Dirt North Texas 

WEAT SUSAN B. HIER AWARD 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN EDUCA-

TION AND LICENSING 
   John Bennett North Texas 

WEAT EXEMPLARY EMPLOY-
ER AWARD 

 Gupta and Associates, Inc. North Texas 

WEF OUTSTANDING SERVICE 
AWARD 

  David Jackson North Texas 

WEF LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP 
AWARDS 

William L. Tatum North Texas 

DENNIS R. LASKOWSKI RE-
CRUITMENT AWARD 

Jennifer Moore North Texas 
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WEAT-NTS 2016 - 2017 Contacts 

Officer Name Phone E-Mail 

President Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 bbuff@ch2m.com 

President-Elect Matt Jalbert 469.475.0922 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Vice President Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Treasurer Grace Wike 214.765.8731 gdwike@lan-inc.com 

Deputy Treasurer Rami Issa 972.735.3012 Rami.Issa@aecom.com 

Secretary Phil Spitzer 972.442.5405 pspitzer@ntmwd.com 

Past President Eva Gorgi 214.671.2804 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com 

Section Rep Heather Wootton 972.377.7480 HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

Past Section Rep Erin Flanagan 214.217.2261 erin.flanagan@freese.com 

Committee Chair Phone Email 

Audit Matt Jalbert 469.475.0922 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Awards Nash Reddy 214.920.8166 Nash.reddy@jacobs.com 

Constitution/Bylaws Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 

Finance Grace Wike 214.765.8731 gdwike@lan-inc.com 

Fundraising Heather Wootton 972.377.7480 HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

Communications Matt Jalbert 469.475.0922 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Historian Betty Jordan 817.806.1703 bjordan@apaienv.com 

Nominations Eva Gorgi 214.671.2804 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com 

PWO Jerry Pressley 817.392.4926 Jerry.pressley@fortworthtexas.gov 

Photography Malcolm Cowdin 972.262.5186 cowdinm@trinityra.org 

Programs Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Public Education/Science Fair Elle Holbrook 214.640.1769 eholbrook@cpyi.com 

Scholarship Fund Chris Young 214.346.4300 Chris.young@stantec.com 

Seminar Fred Holmes 817.870.2630 fholmes@hazenandsawyer.com 

Website  
Andy Paulson 469.619.1241x108 ajpaulson@sig-auto.com 

Nicole Conner 214.288.7609 nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com 

YP - Dallas  
Kaylee Dusek 972.377.7480 KPDusek@GarverUSA.com 

Reyna Reyes 214.522.8778 ROReyes@lan-inc.com 

Marc Cashion 817.403.1140  marc@pumpsolutions.net  

Elizabeth Holt 214.893.3845 Elizabeth.Holt@jacobs.com 

University Liaison Allison Blake  214.217.2219 Allison.Blake@freese.com 

YP - Fort Worth   


