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Thank you to our  

Sponsors!!! 

Platinum Sponsors 

Carollo 
CDMSmith 
CP&Y, Inc 
Hazen & Sawyer 
Jacobs 

 
MWH Global 
Pacheco Koch 
Perkins Engineering Consult-
ants, Inc. 
AECOM 
Municipal Valve and Equipment 
Company 
HDR 
Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Freese & Nichols, Inc.  
Gupta & Associates 
Hartwell Environmental Corp. 

Classic Sponsors 

 

Volume 28, Number 3 May 2016 Newsletter 

May 2016 Dinner Meeting 

Date:   May 19, 2016 

Location:  Prairie House Restaurant, 10001 US-380, Aubrey, TX 76227 

     See MAP on next page 

Speakers:  Jody Zabolio (UTRWD), Samir Mathur (CDMSmith), Dean Gorell (CDM) 

Time:      5:30 – 6:45 Dinner and Presentation; 

     7:00 - 8:00 Plant Tour 

 

Presentation Title: “ Doe Branch WRF—How A Vision Became a Reality”  

        PLANT TOUR & OFFICER ELECTIONS 

 

Presentation Synopsis:   

The presentation will focus on the unique delivery of the greenfield Doe Branch WRP.  Ini-
tially set up as a traditional design-bid-build project, UTRWD elected to convert to a CMAR 
delivery halfway through the design in order to achieve a number of critical success factors.  

Speaker Biography:  

Jody Zabolio is the Assistant Director of Operations at the Upper Trinity Regional Water Dis-
trict. 

Samir Mathur is a Vice President and Wastewater Process Strategy Leader in CDM Smith’s 
Dallas office. 

Dean Gorell is the PMc for the Doe Branch WRP CMAR project and based out of CDM Con-
structor’s Dallas office. 
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Date Event Location (*Tentative) Topic/Speaker (*Tentative) 

5/19/16 (Th) May Plant Tour Dinner  Doe Branch WRP; Prairie House 

Restaurant, Aubrey, TX 

Jody Zabolio, UTRWD; Samir Mathur, 

CDMSmith; Dean Gorell, CDM Constructors 

5/20/16 (F) Young Engineer Welcome + 

Networking Happy Hour 

Sandbar Cantina, Dallas Hosted by ASCE, EWB, SAME, and  WEAT 

6/30/16 (Th) SCHOLARSHIP 

APPLICATIONS DUE!!! 

Application on the website and 

newsletter email 

 

7/21/16 (Th) July Dinner Meeting Texas Star, Euless “What’s New in Disinfection”, Various 

Manufacturers 

WEAT-NTS 2015 - 2016 Calendar of Events 

May Dinner Meeting Map 
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Leadership Message - by Eva Gorgi 
Dear WEAT-NTS Members, 

As I prepare this final message at the end of my presidency, I would like 
to thank all of you for making another remarkable year for our Section. 
What made this year so special? Your involvement, willingness to contrib-
ute to our industry, make a positive impact on environment and society, 
and invite more utility personnel to join our activities: 

 We had a great participation at the bi-monthly meetings: offering two 
lunch meetings was well received (in January we had more than 100 
people!) 

 The river clean-up activities (Trinity River Trash Bash and Redeem the Stream) were very success-
ful- at Texas Water we received the “Most Trashiest Section” award and the “Most Interesting Piece 
of Trash” award…..and I was informed than you want more clean-ups! 

 We assisted an anthropology professor with UNT with her master’s program’s research on “North 
Texas Wastewater Treatment: Operators’ and Educators’ Attitudes and Perceptions of Water Re-
source Recovery”. Students were invited to five wastewater treatment plants in the metroplex to 
learn about wastewater and its processes and interview operators on their perception about their 
profession. Three of the students presented aspects of their research at the Society for Applied An-
thropology conference in Vancouver. Program was so successful that the professor wants to contin-
ue research with WEAT-NTS’ collaboration in a fall semester. 

 Professional Wastewater Operators’ (PWO) committee is working on webinars dedicated to opera-
tors. These webinars will provide TCEQ CEU credits to attendees, create network among operators 
in our area, and offer applicable and practical knowledge about processes and overviews of the 
wastewater plants in North Texas. The first webinar will be launched in June. 

Furthermore, to express how great North Texas Section is, let’s recapture the Texas Water Conference 
in Fort Worth: 

 NTS Members won the majority of the awards– congratulations to all winners 

 The NTS was represented by six Operations Challenge Teams (a record teams’ number) 

 Andrew Alleman  won the Dodson’s drive 5K as an individual and CH2M Dallas office placed first 
place as a team  

 David Jackson assumed the reins as President for WEAT, Jeff Sober as a President Elect, Sharon 
Miller as Treasurer, and Buster Fishera as a Vice President 

 City of Fort Worth prepared a wonderful conference with including a rain collaboration during all the 
outside activities: Environmental Event, Golf Tournament (the longest event ever!), and the Dod-
son’s drive run, where the rain completely stopped 10 minutes before the race. 

As I bestow my role to Brigit Buff, I want to thank all the officers and committee chairs who dedicate 

their passion, time, and energy to make The North Texas Section the most active and successful sec-

tion of WEAT. I am blessed to be surrounded by an amazing group of people and honored to contribute  

to the organization. 

Eva Gorgi, WEAT-NTS President 
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WEAT	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
 

It’s Easy to Join Our Mailing List... 
We will e-mail you our newsletter, organization announcements, and other relevant information. Just send 

your email address by text message:  

 
Text WEATNTS to 22828 to get started! 

In This Issue... 

Upcoming Meeting      1 
Calendar of Events                          2 
Leadership Message     3 
WEAT Announcements     3 
Sponsors & Sponsorship    5 
 

 
 
Event and Meeting Recaps     8 
Young Professionals      12 
Award Recipients       15 
Public Outreach       19 
WEAT-NTS Contacts     20 

GET INVOLVED WITH WEAT! 

Are you interested in helping our organization and industry?  Please contact any of the WEAT-NTS  

 Officers for opportunities to help your community! 

INTERESTED IN MENTORING/EDUCATING? 

Are you interested in educating college students about our industry?  Contact Jason Crawley at 
jkc@freese.com to speak at Universities and Colleges around the state! 



 

5 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter May 2016  www.weat-nts.org 

Interested in having an ad on this page? 

Find information on sponsorship at https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts and support this 
organization.  If you would like more information please contact Mark Perkins at 
treasurer@weat-nts. org 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Black & Veatch 

Hartwell Envi-

ronmental 
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MWH 
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Classic $250 

 For one dinner meeting 

 Recognition of Classic Sponsors 

✓ Announcement on front page of newsletter (name of firm) 

✓ Announcement in meeting reminder emails (name of firm) 

✓ Sign at meeting listing the sponsors (name of firm) 

✓ Verbal recognition of sponsors by President at the 

beginning of the meeting 

Gold $1,250 

 Recognition at ALL six meetings (for the price of five) 

 Recognition of Gold Sponsor is the same as Classic 

Sponsors at ALL six meetings 

Platinum $1,850 

 Recognition at ALL six meetings 

 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor is the same as a Gold 

Sponsor plus 

✓ Company name included in newsletter 

announcements, reminder emails, and sign at 

meeting 

✓ Display of digital banner at meeting (if supplied) via 

PowerPoint 

✓ Recognition of Platinum Sponsor by Prestident at the 

beginning of the meeting 

✓ Includes Sponsor Ship of 

✓ February Seminar 

✓ Weat NTS Scholarship 

✓ Daryl Hall Scholarship 

✓ Business card ad in the NTS newsletter 

 Fall BBQ Picnic Cook-off $250 

 Sporting Clay Station $150 

 Weat NTS Scholarship Fund (annual 

contribution) 
$100 

 Daryl Hall Scholarship Fund (annual 

contribution) 
$100 

 Newsletter Advertising (6 issues) and 

website link  
$150 

 NTS February Seminar $300 

 NTS February Seminar Table $500 

 NTS February Seminar Break Area $1,00

 NTS Young Professionals $100 

Individual Sponsorship Opportuniites:   

WEAT-NTS offers three levels of sponsorships for the July 2015—June 2016 year, plus multiple individual 

sponsorship opportunities 

The sponsorship will support: 

 WEAT-NTS and Darryl Hall Scholarship Funds 

 Meeting Dinners 

 Sections activities (fall BBQ and Sporting Clays Tournament) 

 February Seminar 

 Young Professionals 

 Outreach Program (Science Fair, Future Cities, etc.) 

Dinner Meeting Sponsors: 
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By	Heather	Compton	

SPORTING	CLAYS	RECAP	

The 7th Annual WEAT-NTS Sporting Clays event was a hootenanny for a bunch of folks that may or may not 
have been shootenanny. A big thanks goes out to our many sponsors, volunteers and participants. This years 
tournament brought over 92 participants, 25 volunteers and 24 teams. This year’s sponsors included:  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Award Team Name Score 

Team - 1st Butt of all Chokes 87.0 

Team - 2nd Prime Controls 1 84.8 

Team - 3rd Archer Western 2 83.8 

Team - Most Honest CDM Smith 45.8 
Team - 2nd to last MWH Global 46.0 

Individual - 1st Barrett Miller 96 

Individual - 2nd John Bennett 92 

Individual - 3rd Allen Chupik 91 

Individual - Most Honest Andre Garces 12 

Female - 1st Christina Graves 51 

Female - 1st Christina Graves 51 

Most Improved Clint Pulliam   

Most Generous Sponsor $ MS Dallas   

Most Generous $ per Person Freese & Nichols   

Top Volunteers Betty Jordan   

  Monique Florez   
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SPORTING	CLAYS,	CONT.	

 
First Place Overall Team award with an average of 87.0 shots went to the BASF team the Butt of all Chokes. Pictured above 

Doug Varner, John Bennett and Jeff Lungrin 

 
The Prime Controls team came Second Place Overall with an average of 84.8 shots. This team consisted of Jace McNiel, 
Gary McNiel, Jim McMillon and Brian Poarch. 
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SPORTING	CLAYS,	CONT.	

 
Third Place Overall went to the Archer Western team with an average score of 83.8 shots with David Nine, Allen Chu-

pik, Bo Robbins and Shawn Roll.  

 

 
Left: The Most Honest team award went to the CDM Smith team consisting of Amy Robinson, Ana Pene-Tijerina, Luke 
Ocampo, and Lance Phillips with an average score of 45.8 points. 
At Least Weren’t Last award went to the MWH Global team with an average score of 46 points. 
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SPORTING	CLAYS,	CONT.	

 
Left: 1st Place Female was Christina Graves with a score of 51 points.  

Right:2nd Place Female went to Amy Robinson with a score of 49 points. 

 
From Left to Right: 1st Place Individual went to Barrett Miller with a total of 96 out of 100 clays hit. 2nd Place Individual John 

Bennett with 92 points. 3rd Place Individual was Allen Chupik with 91 points. 

 

Taking home the Missed by a Mile award was Andre Garces with 12 shots.  
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SPORTING	CLAYS,	CONT.	
After a long day of shooting teams were rewarded with a BBQ lunch provided by BASF. This event would not be 

possible without our volunteers and willing participants. Thank you again for all who helped to make this event a 

success. We are looking forward to another successful event next year! 

 

Recap of Free Play Happy Hour 

The planning committee for the YP Dodson Drive 5k recently organized a happy hour fundraiser at Free Play 
Arcade in Richardson on March 31st.  At the event WEAT and AWWA members could play over 60 retro arcade 
games.  For every entry, a portion of the profits went towards the YP Dodson Drive. 

Recap of Dodson Drive 5K 

Texas Water 2016 celebrated five years of the Dodson’s 
Drive Fun Run held on April 20th.  Proceeds from the run 
went towards Young Professionals and students to help sup-
port their education in the industry. This support is possible 
through the partnership with the Dodson’s Drive Sponsorship 
Fund, honoring the life and work of Kenneth Dodson, also 
known as “Kenny D.” The event this year had a great turn out, 
and thank you to all who participated!  

Recap of Texas Water YP Happy Hour 

The Texas Water Happy Hour turned out to be a tremendous success for both the WEAT and AWWA YPs. 
Combining forces of both organizations and all sections state wide, there was a record turnout of over 100 at-
tendees. A big thank you to Joe Etchegaray with Global WET for sponsoring such a fun and successful event. 
The buffet, drinks, life size jenga, bean bag toss, and adult bucket pong made the night that much more memo-
rable! There is already talk planning next year's Texas Water Happy Hour!!!!!!!!! 

Next YP Event—May 20! 

WEAT YP is partnering with ASCE, EWB, and SAME for a young engineer welcome and happy hour on Friday, 
May 20th at Sandbar Cantina.  This event will welcome recently graduated engineers as well as offer a network-
ing happy hour with four key professional organizations of our field.  Join us on May 20th for sand volleyball, 

By	Kaylee	Dusek	

YP	COMMITTEE	
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By	Erin	Flanagan	

MARCH	MEETING	RECAP	

The March WEAT-NTS meeting was held at the Texas Star Golf Course and Conference Center in Euless, Tex-
as, on Thursday, March 17, 2016.  NTS members and guests were treated to live musical entertainment from 
the Central Snappers during social hour. 

Cynthia Baughman, Public Works Operations Technology Manager for the City of Garland Water Utilities, pre-
sented on the communication and crisis management efforts of the City during crisis events in 2015.  Notable 
crisis events included deadly flooding, a tornado, and a terrorist shooting at the City’s convention center. Ms. 
Baughman reviewed the communications and response during and after these crisis events, the impact these 
events had on the City’s public works operations, post-event recovery, and overall lessons learned.  Thank you 
Ms. Baughman for your time and contribution to our organization! 

 

Pre-meeting entertainment graciously provided by the Central Snappers.  From left to right, Fred Wallace (Bass 
Guitar), Mark Burks (Lead Guitar/Vocals), Steve Lyons (Vocals), Dan Halter (Drums), and Steve Horton (Lead 

Guitar). 

 

Cynthia Baughman (left) is presented with a token of appreciation from Eva Gorgi (WEAT-NTS President). 
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TEXAS	WATER	AWARD	WINNERS	
WEF William D. Hatfield Award 

Ben Hodges 
 

WEAT Sidney L. Allison Award 
P. S. Arora, P.E. 

 
WEAT Medal of Honor for Heroism Award 

Central Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
City of Dallas 

 

WEF George W. Burke Jr. Award 
Central Regional Wastewater System, 

Trinity River Authority of Texas 

 

WEAT Winfield S. Mahlie Award 
Dan Halter, P.E. 

 

WEF Outstanding Service Award 
Jenna Covington 

 

WEAT Lifetime Achievement Award 
Betty Jordan 

 

Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award 
Elizabeth Turner 
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TEXAS	WATER	AWARD	WINNERS	
Municipal WWTP of the Year Category 2 

 
 
 
 
 

City of Weatherford  
Wastewater Treatment Plant 

Municipal WWTP of the Year Category 3 
Central Regional Wastewater System 

Trinity River Authority of Texas 

 
Outstanding Operator of the Year 

Dan Spradlin 

 

Emerging Leader Award 
Brigit Buff, P.E. 

 
Exemplary Employer Award 

Signature Automation 

 

Alan H. Plummer Innovation & Excellence Award 
Sebastian “Buster” Fichera 

 
5S Awards 

 
 
 
 

Steve Coonan,  
Jenna Covington,  
Toshio Shimada 

River Cleanup Awards 
Most Trashiest Section Award: North Texas Section 

Most Interesting Piece of Trash Award: Best of Chris Far-
ley Album Cover 
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By	Heather	Compton	

OPERATIONS	CHALLENGE	RECAP	

 

 

Figure 1 The TRA CReWSers run the AECOM Collec on Systems 
Event 

 

Figure 2The NRH POOseidons compete in the AECOM Collec on 
Systems Event

 

Figure 3 The TRA Waste Warriors complete the Hartwell Environ-
mental Laboratory Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 The DWU AquaTechs compete in the CP&Y Maintenance 
Event 

 

Figure 5 NTMWD South Mesquite Rangers complete the new por-
on of the Freese and Nichols Process Controls Event 

This year’s Texas Operations Challenge had a record breaking nine teams compete. Of those nine teams, six of those 
were made up of utilities out of WEAT-NTS including: Dallas Water Utilities AquaTechs, Dallas Water Utilities Central 
Snappers, Trinity River Authority CReWSers, Trinity River Authority Waste Warriors, North Texas Municipal Water District 
South Mesquite Rangers, and North Richland Hills POOseidons. If you missed this year’s competition, here are a few 
highlights of WEAT-NTS’s presence at the competition.  
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CONTINUED	

OPERATIONS	CHALLENGE	RECAP	

 

 

Figure 6 The DWU Central Snappers run the Hartwell Environmetal 
Laboratory Event 

 

Figure 7 The DWU Aqua Techs run the Hartwell Environmetal La-
boratory Event 

 

Figure 8 THE TRA CReSWers run the Victaulic Exhibi on Event 

 

Figure 9 The TRA Waste Warriors compete in the Gupta Electrical 
Event 

 

Figure 10 The TRA Waste Warriors on the Carollo Safety Event 
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By	Amy	Robinson	

PUBLIC	OUTREACH	

Dallas and Fort Worth Regional Science Fair Judging  
 
In late February, members of AWWA and WEAT again supported the Dallas and Fort Worth Regional Science 
Fairs by serving as Special Award Judges.  Ten members gave up a Tuesday morning to help out at the Fort 
Worth fair, whereas twelve members gave up a precious Saturday morning to help out in Dallas.  Volunteers 
judged water related projects prepared by middle and high schoolers, referred to as junior and senior division 
participants at the fairs, and awarded the top three projects in each division.  Senior level participants also were 
judged for the opportunity to participate in the national Stockholm Junior Water Prize which focuses on water 
and environmental projects.  Winners of the national Stockholm Junior Water Prize then advance to the interna-
tional completion.  Winners at the fairs are as follows: 
 
Fort Worth Region Science Fair – Junior Division 
 Third Place: Ashar Khazi-Syed; NANO IS HOT: Water Desalination Using Nanoparticles, HARMONY 

SCHOOL OF INNOVATION 
 Second Place: Rebecca Fripp; Separating Oil and Water with a Spoon, Harmony Science Academy Carroll-

ton 
 First Place: Alana Rhodes; Water Purification System, ACTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Fort Worth Region Science Fair – Senior Division / Stockholm Junior Water Prize Award Winners 
 Third Place: Rayni Skaggs; Consequence of Nonpoint Source Pollution on Freshwater Mussels; GRAN-

BURY HIGH SCHOOL 
 Second Place: Raashi Thakkar; Go With the Flow: Development of a Novel Water Filter Utilizing Nanotech-

nology and Porous Materials For Third World Country, Military, and Freshwater Ecosystem Applications; 
TEXAS ACADEMY OF MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 

 First Place: Diana Dyer; Reduce Evaporation, Save Water; NORTHSTAR HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Dallas Region Science Fair – Junior Division 
 Third Place: Robert Martinez; Shade Balls: Which Color Is More Effective?, GRIFFIN MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 Second Place: Medha Mondal; Multi-Step Natural Water Filter, OTTO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 First Place: Nafisa Muhammad; Do Different types of Macroalgae and Mangroves Work Better at Reducing 

the Affect of Nitrate Levels in Fertilizer Runoff?, OTTO MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Dallas Region Science Fair – Senior Division / Stockholm Junior Water Prize Award 
 Third Place: Deemah Pulak; Development of an Affordable Tabletop Bio-Sand Water Filter Using Zero-

Valent Iron and Old Cotton Sari Cloth, RICHARDSON HIGH SCHOOL 
 Second Place: Monish Challagondla & Arjun Swamy; Computational Algorithm for Early Flood Warning, 

PLANO EAST SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
 First Place: Luke Padgett; Drops to Drink: Effectivity of Capacitive Deionization in Desalinating Water, THE 

ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL 
 
Thanks again for everyone that came out to help!  Hope you all had fun! 
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WEAT-NTS 2015 - 2016 Contacts 

Officer Name Phone E-Mail 

President Eva Gorgi 214.671.2804 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com 

President-Elect Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 bbuff@ch2m.com 

Vice President Matt Jalbert 817.493.5133 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Treasurer Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Secretary Phil Spitzer 972.442.5405 pspitzer@ntmwd.com 

Past President Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 JLSober@GarverUSA.com 

Section Rep Erin Flanagan 214.217.2261 erin.flanagan@freese.com 

Past Section Rep Darryl Corbin 972.239.9949 dcorbin@carollo.com 

Committee Chair Phone Email 

Audit Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 JLSober@GarverUSA.com 

Awards Nash Reddy 214.920.8166 Nash.reddy@jacobs.com 

Constitution/Bylaws Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 

Finance Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Fundraising Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 JLSober@GarverUSA.com 

Communications Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 bbuff@ch2m.com 

Historian Betty Jordan 817.806.1703 bjordan@apaienv.com 

Nominations Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 JLSober@GarverUSA.com 

PWO Jerry Pressley 817.392.4926 Jerry.pressley@fortworthtexas.gov 

Photography Malcolm Cowdin 972.262.5186 cowdinm@trinityra.org 

Programs Matt Jalbert 972.975.4320 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Public Education/Science Fair Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 

Scholarshiop Fund Chris Young 214.346.4300 chris.young@mwhglobal.com 

Seminar Fred Holmes 817.870.2630 fholmes@hazenandsawyer.com 

Andy Paulson 469.619.1241x108 ajpaulson@sig-auto.com 

Nicole Conner 214.360.9929 Nicole.Conner@mwhglobal.com 

YP - Dallas  
Kaylee Dusek 972.377.7480 KPDusek@GarverUSA.com 

Reyna Reyes 214.522.8778 ROReyes@lan-inc.com 

YP - Fort Worth  
Charles Norman 817.684.0900 charles@pumpsolutions.net 

Elizabeth Holt 214.893.3845 Elizabeth.Holt@jacobs.com 

Website  


