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NORTH TEXAS SECTION E-NEWSLETTER
MAY 2014—VOLUME 26, NUMBER 3

PLATINUM SPONSORS
•	 AECOM

•	 Alan Plummer Associates, Inc.

•	 CDM Smith

•	 CP&Y, Inc.

•	 HDR

•	 J&S Valve

GOLD SPONSORS
•	 Freese & Nichols, Inc.

•	 Hartwell Environmental

•	 Treatment Equipment Company

MEETING DETAILS
The dewatering facility located at Southside 
WWTP processes solids generated from the Dallas 
Water Utilities’ two wastewater treatment plants 
with a total permitted annual flow of 260 MGD. 
Evaluation of the temporary structure found that 
it had surpassed its intended life span and the 
corrosive environment was deteriorating the 
structure and the equipment as well as creating 
undesirable working conditions for the operators.

Join us as we learn how Southside’s problems 
were solved and tour the new dewatering 

facility!

MAY DINNER MEETING

Date: Thursday, May 15, 2014 

Location: 

Southside Wastewater Treatment Plant

10011 Log Cabin Road

Dallas, Texas 75253 

Agenda: 

5:30 p.m. — Social hour

6:30 p.m. — Dinner

7:00 p.m. — Announcements

7:15 – 8:00 p.m. — Program

 
Speaker: Leslie Castillo, PE, City of Dallas 
Wastewater Facilities Project Manager

Topic: Dewatering Facility: Southside 
Wastewater Treatment Plant’s Experience

COST BEFORE
MAY 12

ON/AFTER 
MAY 12

Members and 
Guests

$20 $25

Full-Time 
Students

Free $10

We offer a reduced fee to encourage early 
registration using our convenient online 
payment system. When registering, please specify 
your name and company as you wish it to appear 
on your name tag in the instructions in the buyers’ 
comment area. Checks, cash, and/or credit cards 
are accepted at the door for post-deadline and 
walk-in registrations.

RSVP: Brigit Buff at treasurer@weat-nts.org

 
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ABOUT THE PRESENTER

Leslie Castillo is a licensed 
Professional Engineer with 
12 years of experience 
in water and wastewater 
design, construction and 
project management 
with the Dallas Water 
Utilities. She earned a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Civil Engineering from 

the University of Texas at El Paso. She has been a 
project manager in the DWU Wastewater Facilities 
Project Management program for the last 10 
years and has managed various projects at DWU’s 
two wastewater treatment plants, including the 
Southside Wastewater Treatment Plant Master 
Plan, Solids Screening and Thickening Facility Odor 
Control Improvements, and the construction of the 
new dewatering facility.

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

MAY DINNER MEETING (CONT’D)

ALAN PLUMMER 
ASSOCIATES, INC.
environmental engineers and scientists

Water / Wastewater
Permitting

Environmental
Water Resources/Efficiency

Austin • College Station • Dallas • Houston 
Fort Worth • Oklahoma City 

www.apaienv.com

1320 S. University, Suite 300 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107

817.806.1700
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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE

APRIL SHOWERS BRING MAY 
FLOWERS

Louis Armstrong once sang, “I see 
trees of green—red roses too. 
I see ‘em bloom for me and for 
you. And I think to myself, ‘What 
a wonderful world!’”

Earlier this week, I walked out onto my backyard 
as the dawn was breaking through the distant 
clouds. I could hear the bluebird chicks chirping in 
the birdhouse hanging on the fence, and I saw two 
baby bunnies in the yard delighting in the fresh 
green grass sprouting from the recent rain. The air 
was cool and crisp, but not cold. It made me realize 
how lucky I am to be here in North Texas in the 
spring. 

Yes, spring has sprung in North Texas, and that 
means that it’s Texas Water season. Last month, 
the WEAT and TAWWA put on quite the show. What 
a beautiful venue, the Hilton Anatole. You know 
that Texas Water by itself is a spectacular event, 
but putting it in a venue like the Anatole takes it 
to a higher level. What a spectacular facility! It was 
as though I was walking through a museum with 
all my friends and colleagues. To be sure, the walk 
from the exhibit hall to the presentation rooms 
was distant, but come on, guys: you either ran in 
the Dodson 5K fun run or you needed to run in 
the Dodson 5K run, so a little walking wasn’t going 
to hurt anyone (least of all me). And as a benefit to 
the walk, I can’t tell you how many of you I ran into 
along that corridor.

Kudos to WEAT Executive Director Julie Nahrgang 
and TAWWA Executive Director Mike Howell, 
the host City of Dallas, Planning Committee 
Chairs Jeff Sober and Terry Lowery, the Planning 

Committee, and all the volunteers! All of you 
deserve recognition for a job well done and not 
soon forgotten. 

For the benefit of all, just under 4,000 individuals 
gathered together to share information, 
demonstrate new technology, and learn how 
to make the world wonderful both now and for 
future generations. It has been said before, and I 
am sure it will continue to be said over and over 
again: “Water is life.” To make this a wonderful 
world, we must continue to work at keeping water 
accessible, reliable, and treatable.

This world is a gift. Can you imagine being 
anywhere else? Think about it: Where else can we 
be? Unless you have been somewhere else, this 
world is our only point of reference, and if you have 
been somewhere else, I know some people in this 
place called Area 51 who would like to talk to you. 

Friends, this will be my last President’s message, 
as my term ends in May with the installation of 
the new Executive Committee. I would like to 
thank everyone in the WEAT-NTS organization 
for helping me. I could not have done it without 
you. Being a part of this organization has made 
me realize how much work there is to do and how 
much we need each other to succeed.

This has been one of the best experiences in 
my life and will be added to the memories I 
will cherish. You all started as colleagues or 
associates, but I now consider you my friends. I 
can guarantee that when I think of my life in the 
WEAT family, I will think, “What a wonderful world.”

Sebastian “Buster” Fichera, REM
WEAT-NTS President
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LEADERSHIP

2013–2014 WEAT-NTS OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT-ELECT

VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY
TREASURER

PAST PRESIDENT
SECTION REP

PAST SECTION REP

BUSTER FICHERA
JEFF SOBER
EVA GORGI
JULIE HUNT
BRIGIT BUFF
DAWN ANDERSON
DARRYL CORBIN
AMY ROBINSON

·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Don’t forget...
The election of the 2014–2015 NTS leaders will take place at the May dinner meeting. Come show your 
support and get involved! We hope to see you there!

<  2014–2015 NOMINEES  >
Past President: Buster Fichera

President: Jeff Sober

President-Elect: Eva Gorgi

Vice President: Brigit Buff

Treasurer: Mark Perkins

Secretary: Jerry Joslin

Section Representative: Erin Flanagan
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WEAT-NTS LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

A NOTE FROM JULIE NARHGANG
I am in the midst of adding a new hat to my WEAT 
collection! As of April 13, I officially became WEAT’s 
second Executive Director. I have been an employee 
of WEAT for 5.5 years, our Association Manager for 
2.5, and look forward to working with our members 
in this new and exciting capacity! Carol Batterton has 
officially retired as WEAT’s ED, but she will still be active 
in our Governmental Affairs Committee. She was also 
recently awarded—and accepted—the WEAT Executive 
Director Emeritus Award. This means that her guidance 
and advice are always just a phone call away, as well as 
pointing to her many decades of commitment to WEAT 
and clean water. Moving forward, I will retain some of 
my Association Manager responsibilities and add them 
to my newly acquired ED role. I am ecstatic to begin my 
legislative and regulatory work in this exciting period of 
HB 4 implementation and on the heels of the upcoming 
84th Legislative Session! 

Some of WEAT’s hot-button issues include the 
ongoing discussions on HB 4 implementation. With 
the passage of the historic legislative of HB 4, the 
TWDB is taking an aggressive timeline to adopt rules 
for its implementation. The TWDB is grappling with 
definitions of “conservation,” “reuse,” and “rural” as well 
as how the State will prioritize the plans put forward by 
the 16 regional planning groups. The draft rules are set 
to be posted on the TWDB website around 6/19, one 
week prior to the TWDB work session on 6/26. The likely 
approval of the draft rules at the 6/26 work session and 
subsequent publication of the draft rule in the Texas 
Register will trigger a formal comment period. WEAT 
will determine appropriate comments after reviewing 
the draft rules. Stay tuned for more information on the 
HB4 implementation front and WEAT’s comments. 

Also on our radar in the regulatory arena is the current 
TCEQ rule writing process regarding biosolids land 
application. The draft rules are available for view 
online at http://www7.tceq.state.tx.us/uploads/
eagendas/Agendas/2014/3-26-2014/0101RUL.pdf. 
The proposed rulemaking will “address nuisance odors 
and unauthorized discharges of bulk sewage sludge by 
establishing ‘core requirements’ applicable to all classes 
of sewage sludge, establishing a new classification 
structure with corresponding requirements based on 
upon treatment processes, and clarifying the Executive 

Director’s authority to include additional requirements 
as needed to address nuisance odors.” 

WEAT has been involved in the TCEQ stakeholder 
meetings, has provided pre-draft rule comments, and 
is now formulating our comments on the draft rule 
language. WEAT has identified general areas that we 
will be touching on in our comments that include 
performance-based standard flexibility allowing for 
variance mechanism; addressing composting and other 
marketable products; clarifying language on the odor 
control plan, specifically when a plan is “necessary” 
or “significant nuisance conditions” exist to require a 
plan; the nuisance/odor language with guidance to 
definitions and reintroducing “objectionable” to the 
rule; and, lastly, cost issues involved, which broadly 
includes an understanding of capital costs involved 
in operations and maintenance to make a process 
changes. 

The 84th Legislative Session is set to begin January 
13, 2015. WEAT will actively track bills of interest to 
our members and will testify and comment when 
appropriate. Currently, we are putting together our 
agenda for the Texas Water Environment Horizon 
Conference held on November 13, 2014, in Austin. This 
is our biennial conference always held in advance of 
the legislative session that brings together legislative- 
and regulatory-minded WEAT members, elected 
officials and their staff, and regulators to discuss our 
state’s pressing water issues in the legislative and 
regulatory arena. Save the date—November 13, 
2014—and join us for WEAT’s Texas Water Environment 
Horizon Conference! Our one-day conference will give 
attendees a jumpstart on issues in the 84th Legislative 
Session and at the TCEQ and TWDB.

Last month, the Chair of the Texas Water Development 
Board, Carol Rubenstein, addressed the crowd during 
Texas Water’s opening session and reminded us that 
Texas water law is a history of our droughts. With 2011 
being the driest year on record for Texas, and as the 
drought persists through much of the state, how we 
use, deliver, and reuse water will continue to play a 
significant role during the 84th Legislative Session. Stay 
tuned!
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SUPPORT WEAT DINNER MEETINGS
WEAT-NTS is now offering three levels of dinner meeting sponsorship for the July 2012 – 
July 2013 year. See the details below for how you can support WEAT-NTS and have your 

organization recognized by 500 recipients of the WEAT-NTS newsletter and up to 120 attendees 
at each of our dinner meetings. Your support is vital and greatly appreciated.

CLASSIC SPONSOR
•	 $250.00

•	 Typically 5 Classic Sponsors per meeting

•	 Recognition of Classic Sponsors:

99 Announcement on front page of newsletter 
(names of firms only)

99 Announcement in meeting reminder e-mails 
(names of firms only)

99 Sign at meeting listing the sponsors (names 
of firms only)

99 Verbal recognition of sponsors by President 
at the beginning of the meeting

GOLD SPONSOR
•	 $1,250.00

•	 Recognition at ALL six meetings (for the price 
of five)

•	 Recognition of Gold Sponsor is the same as 
Classic Sponsor at ALL six meetings

INDIVIDUAL SPONSORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES

•	 NTS – BBQ Cook-Off: $250.00

•	 WEAT-NTS Scholarship: $100.00

•	 Daryl Hall Scholarship: $100.00

•	 NTS – Newsletter Business Card Ad, January 
through December: $150.00

•	 NTS – February Seminar: $250.00

•	 NTS – Young Professionals: $100.00

•	 Recognition of Other Sponsors includes:

99 List of sponsors in newsletter 
announcement

99 List of sponsors in event reminder emails

99 Sign at event listing each sponsor

PLATINUM SPONSOR
•	 $1,850.00

•	 Recognition at ALL six meetings

•	 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor is same as 
Gold Sponsor plus:

99 Company name included in newsletter 
announcement

99 Company logo included in meeting 
reminder emails

99 Company logo included in sponsor sign at 
meeting

99 Display of digital banner at meeting via 
PowerPoint

99 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor by 
President at the beginning of the meeting

99 Includes sponsorship of:

1.	 February Seminar

2.	 WEAT-NTS Scholarship

3.	 Daryl Hall Scholarship

4.	 Business Card / Newsletter

If you are interested in supporting the WEAT-
NTS organization with a new sponsorship 
or want to renew an existing sponsorship, 
please contact:

Brigit Buff 
WEAT-NTS Treasurer 

E-mail: treasurer@weat-nts.org 
Phone: 972.663.2239

To pay by credit card, please visit www.weat-
nts.org and utilize our PayPal option.

 
 
 

WEAT-NTS offers three levels of dinner meeting sponsorship, plus multiple individual sponsorship 
opportunities. See the details below for how you can support WEAT-NTS for the July 2013 to June 2014 Fiscal 
Year. The sponsorship will allow your firm access to over 500 NTS members and is greatly appreciated.  

 

WEAT – North Texas Section Sponsorship Opportunities 
Valid July 2013 to June 2014

 
Individual Sponsorship Opportunities 

 Fall BBQ Picnic Cook-Off – $250 
 Sporting Clay Station – $150 
 WEAT – NTS Scholarship – $100 
 Daryl Hall Scholarship – $100 
 NTS Newsletter Business Card Ad – $150 
 NTS February Seminar – $250 
 NTS Young Professionals – $100 
 Recognition of Individual Sponsors includes: 

 List of sponsors in newsletter 
announcement 

 List of sponsors in event reminder emails 
 Sign at event listing each sponsor 

Classic Sponsor  
 $250 for one Dinner Meeting 
 Typically five Classic Sponsors per meeting 
 Recognition of Classic Sponsors: 

 
 Announcement on front page of 

newsletter (name of firm) 
 Announcement in meeting reminder 

emails (name of firm) 
 Sign at meeting listing the sponsors 

(name of firm) 
 Verbal recognition of sponsors by 

President at the beginning of the meeting 
 

Gold Sponsor 
 $1,250 
 Recognition at ALL six meetings (for the 

price of five) 
 Recognition of Gold Sponsor is the same as 

Classic Sponsor at ALL six meetings 
 

Platinum Sponsor 

 $1,850 
 Recognition at ALL six meetings 
 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor is same as 

Gold Sponsor, plus: 
 Company name included in newsletter 

announcement 
 Company logo included in meeting 

reminder emails 
 Company logo included in sponsor sign 

at meeting 
 Display of digital banner at meeting (if 

supplied) via PowerPoint 
 Recognition of Platinum Sponsor by 

President at the beginning of the meeting 
 Includes sponsorship of: 

1.  February Seminar 
2.  WEAT-NTS Scholarship 
3.  Daryl Hall Scholarship 
4.  Business Card Ad in Newsletter 

To become a sponsor for the July 
2013 to June 2014 Fiscal Year—
and to get your company name in 
front of over 500 members—
please contact: 
 
Brigit Buff 
WEAT-NTS Treasurer 
Email: Brigit.buff@CH2M.com 
Phone: 972.663.2239 
 
To pay by credit card, please visit 
www.weat-nts.org and utilize our 
online payment option. 
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WEAT-NTS T-Shirts for Sale!
Show your support for the North Texas Section with this embroidered-logo polo t-shirt! These black 
Chestnut Hill shirts are available in men’s small, medium, large, and extra-large sizes. Each shirt is $30 and 
will be available for purchase at the registration table at WEAT-NTS meetings and events. Shirts will be 
shipped to you or can be picked up at the next meeting.

Shirts can be purchased by cash, check, or credit card (credit transaction can be conducted through 
WEAT-NTS’s online payment system (https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts) or over the phone with NTS 
Treasurer Brigit Buff). Checks can also be mailed to the following address:

ATTN: Brigit Buff 
CH2M HILL 
12750 Merit Drive, Suite 1100 
Dallas, Texas 75251

For more information, please contact Brigit at 
treasurer@weat-nts.org or 972.533.2499.
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MARCH 2014 DINNER MEETING

On March 24, 2014, the North Texas Section held its second dinner meeting of the year at the Texas Star 
Golf Course in Euless. This month’s presentation was given by Harvey Perriott, Homeland Security Advisor 
for North Texas, who spoke about cybersecurity. Mr. Perriott, whose office was created in 2004, meets with 
organization’s critical infrastructure officers and explained that Presidential Policy 21 and Executive Order 
reshifted the focus within the Department of Homeland Security to include focus in cybersecurity.

The Department of Homeland Security presents an annual report to the White House. PPS21 required an 
update of the National Infrastructure Protection Plan, which provides instruction to help in championing 
the protection of critical infrastructure. Critical information sharing network for specific sectors is available. 
Executive Order called for a Cybersecurity Framework. Mr. Perriott reminded all that we should focus on 
“Identify, Protect, Detect, Respond, and Recover.” 

President-Elect Jeff Sober and Past 
President Dawn Anderson crack smiles 

at the podium.

Thank you for attending!

Grace Wike, our new Dallas YP Co-Rep, discusses 
upcoming YP events. Mark Perkins is recognized 

for his work chairing a successful February 
Seminar.

President Buster Fichera and Vice President 
Eva Gorgi thank Harvey Perriott for his 

presentation.
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2014 SPORTING CLAYS EVENT

The 5th Annual WEAT-NTS Sporting Clays event was a hootenanny for a bunch of folks that may or may not 
have been shootenanny. A big thanks goes out to our many sponsors, volunteers, and participants. With 
over 132 participants, 32 volunteers, and 32 different teams, this event continues to grow in popularity. 
This year’s sponsors included:

After a long day of shooting, teams were rewarded with a BBQ lunch provided by Donna Moore. This 
event would not be possible without our volunteers and willing participants. Thank you again for all who 
helped to make this an excellent event.

We are looking forward to another successful 
event next year!

AWARD RECIPIENT SCORE

Team – 1st Place Teague Nall and Perkins 88

Team – 2nd Place CDM Smith 79

Team – 3rd Place Archer Western 78

Team – Most Honest Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 34

Team – 2nd to Last Archer Western 37

Individual – 1st Place Joe Atwood 94

Individual – 2nd Place Ron Wertz 92

Individual – 3rd Place Mark Evers 88

Individual – Most Honest Nicole Conner 11

Female – 1st Place Megan Conner 46

Female – 2nd Place Angellia Points 33

•	Ace Pipe
•	Alan Plummer 
Associates, Inc. 

•	Alpha Testing
•	Archer Western 
Contractors

•	Cardno TBE
•	Carollo
•	Garver
•	Halff Associates
•	Municipal Valve 
and Equipment

•	Perkins 
Engineering

•	Prime Controls
•	SAM
•	MWH Global
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2014 SPORTING CLAYS EVENT (CONT’D)

First Place Overall Team Award—
with an average of 88 shots—went 
to the Teague Nall and Perkins team 
comprised of Joe Atwood, John Polster, 
Ron Wertz, and Tom Price. Be prepared 
for next year and snatch these shooters 
up early!

The CDM Smith Team came in a close 
Second Place Overall with an average of 
78.5 shots. This team consisted of Doug 

Varner, Kent Riker, John Bennett, and Mr. 
Miller.

Third Place Overall went to the Archer 
Western team with an average score 
of 78.3 shots with Rod Lunkwitz, Mark 
Tepera, Jason Davis, and Jeff Kendall.
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2014 SPORTING CLAYS EVENT (CONT’D)

The Most Honest Team Award went to the Alan 
Plummer team, Miss Fire An’ Mo’ Shells, consisting 
of Marshall Plunk, Stephanie Moore, Jesse Borries, 

and Lynsy Nagle, with an average score of 34 
points.

The At Least We’re Not Last Award went to 
the Municipal Valve and Equipment team 
with an average score of 37 points.

First Place Female was Megan Conner with a 
score of 46 points.
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2014 SPORTING CLAYS EVENT (CONT’D)

Second Place Female went to Angellia Points 
with a score of 33 points.

First Place Individual went to Joe 
Atwood with a total of 94 out of 

100 clays hit. 

Second Place Individual was awarded to Ron 
Wertz with 92 points.

Third Place Individual went to 
Mark Evers with 88 points. 

Taking home the Missed by a Mile  award 
was Nicole Conner with 11 shots.
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TEXAS WATER 2014

Were you at this year’s Texas Water conference in Dallas, Texas?

We want to hear from YOU!
Send us your pictures, stories, and kudos! 
They may appear in the next newsletter!

E-mail: weatnts@weat-nts.org

The CReWSers pose for a glamour shot after their 
win in the Ops Challenge.

Freese & Nichols won 2nd Place in the Seepex 
Exhibition Event.

Walter Chiang, founder of CP&Y, presented at 
this year’s Gloyna Breakfast.

Jason Crawley received the WEAT Emerging 
Leader Award. Congratulations, Jason!

CDM Smith’s David Briggs and Kent Riker accept 
the Seepex Exhibition Event 1st Place award.
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SEMINARS · WORKSHOPS · TRAINING

WEAT E&I COMMITTEE MAY SEMINAR

The WEAT E&I Committee will be sponsoring 
its fourth technical seminar of 2014 on May 21. 
This month’s session will cover instrumentation 
technology and installation details.

•	 Date: Wednesday, May 21, 2014

•	 Time: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

99  Meet & Greet begins at 8:30 a.m.

•	 Location: Prime Controls 
	 1725 Lakepointe Drive 
	 Lewisville, Texas 75057

Upon arrival, we will have a donation jar for Water 
For People. This will be an ongoing effort, and it 
will continue to be entirely voluntary. Plans are to 
donate 100% of the amount collected to charity. As 
you know, we have not charged—nor do we plan 
to begin charging—any fee for participation in 
these seminars. This opportunity to make a totally 
voluntary charitable donation is intended to make 
a difference, so your generosity is appreciated.

Contact: George Luke at gluke@gaiconsulting.com

MORE INTELLIGENTLYCONSERVING 

www.aecom.com

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

GarverUSA.com

 972-377-7480 • NorthTexas@GarverUSA.com

Your TEXAS 
water & wastewater professionals

Frisco and Fort Worth

ELECTRICAL • INSTRUMENTATION

CONTROLS • SCADA • PROGRAMMING

WASTEWATER & WATER

TREATMENT PLANT

13626 Gamma Rd. T:972.490.7661 www.gaiconsulting.com
Dallas, TX 75244 F:972.490.7125 vkgupta@gaiconsulting.com

TEAMWORK. COMMITMENT. EXCELLENCE. QUALITY

engineering consulting
Gupta & Associates, Inc.
GAI
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OPERATIONS CORNER

REY DAVILA

Rey Davila has been involved in day-to-day activities at 
the Southside Wastewater Treatment Plant (SWWTP) as 
an operation shift supervisor since 2003. Rey was born 
in Nuevo Laredo, Mexico, and received his Electrical 

Technician Degree in 1981. 
In 1982, Rey moved to 
Dallas, Texas, and started 
working for TXI Industries as 
an electrical maintenance 
technician.

In 1986, Rey began 
working for the City of 
Dallas, starting his career 
at the City of Dallas Central 

Wastewater Treatment Plant (CWWTP), where he 
worked as an operator. In 2003, he was promoted to 
a supervisor position at the “sister” plant: SWWTP. In 
2005, he pursued more challenges and responsibilities 
and accepted a position as a shift supervisor in 
the solids section. He was instrumental during the 
design, construction, and start-up of new processes, 
treatments, and facilities. On many occasions, Rey’s 
proposed suggestions were implemented into 
designs. During the construction and start-up phase, 
he was actively engaged in solutions to process and 
mechanical issues. 

He tirelessly and diligently responded to process 
problems to ensure State and National permit 
requirements. Rey has managed the solids processes 
with no violations and has been an outstanding 
supervisor. He consistently encourages his employees 
to grow in their knowledge and experience. He shares 
his expertise by educating and training colleagues 
and coworkers. Many of the operators studied under 
his supervision and obtained higher TCEQ Wastewater 
Operator licenses. These licenses opened many new 
opportunities to advance in a wastewater operator 
career.

Rey is well-known in WEF/WEAT Operations Challenge 
program. He has been a captain of the City of Dallas 

Aqua-Techs Operations Challenge since 2005. He has 
taken his team to every WEFTEC national competition. 
Under Rey’s leadership, the Dallas Aqua-Techs team has 
won first place in all events at the State and National 
competitions. At Texas Water 2012, held in San Antonio, 
Rey received the prestigious David Barber Competitive 
Spirit Award, given to the competitor with the best 
spirit and drive.

In May 2013, WEAT sponsored a “Dream Team” for 
the invitational regional operation challenge in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. Rey was selected among all 
the operators in the State to represent Texas at this 
competition. In April 2012, WEF selected Rey along 
with three other distinguished operation challenge 
competitors to represent, for the first time ever, the 
all-star team from the United States in the Argentina 
Competition.

In 2004, Rey received a TCEQ teaching certificate and 
became an instructor for the in-house wastewater 
operators’ continuing education program. He offers 
one-to-one learning sessions to help operators prepare 
for TCEQ certification tests. Thanks to his friendly 
personality, theoretical knowledge, skills, and practical 
experience, he has helped many operators obtain TCEQ 
certificates. 

Throughout Rey’s career in the wastewater industry, 
he has guided numerous tours at the SWWTP: 
specialized tours for consultants, engineers, and 
young professionals, where he explains the treatment 
processes from an operator’s perspective and general 
tours for students from elementary to high school, 
where Rey educates students on water environment 
issues.

As an exemplary father, he has been a speaker at his 
children’s schools career day many times. His speeches 
promoted the wastewater industry and emphasized an 
importance of his profession in a water environmental 
business. 
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After completing her B.S. in Civil Engineering 
and working in India for a couple of years, Vidula 
Bhadkamkar, EIT, came to the U.S. to pursue 
higher education. She graduated from Virginia 
Tech with an M.S. in Environmental Engineering 
and worked as an environmental engineer for a 
consulting firm in Baltimore. She recently moved 
to Dallas and will work on Texas water/wastewater 
projects. 

David Price is an experienced IT technician 
with numerous software and operating system 
certifications. He provides IT support for both 
internal needs and for external project portals and 
IT needs.

 
DXP ENTERPRISES WELCOMES JON 
PENLAND

DXP Enterprises is proud to announce that Jon 
Penland is relocating from Toccoa, Georgia, to 
North Texas to take the position of Account 
Manager covering the municipal plans and 
specifications market in Texas and Oklahoma.

Welcome to the Metroplex, Jon!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

RECENT RELOCATIONS AND NEW HIRES AT 
CAROLLO

Carollo is pleased to announce four new 
employees in their Dallas office. 

Manoj Yegnaraman, PE, CE, CP, has a B.E. in 
Instrumentation and Control Engineering from 
the University of Madras in India and an M.S. 
in Electrical Engineering from the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville. He has over 10 years 
of engineering experience in SCADA and I&C, 
specifically for water and wastewater treatment. 
He is a Certified PROFIBUS DP Engineer and 
PROFIBUS PA Engineer. His role is to provide I&C 
support for local water and wastewater projects 
and to grow the Dallas EI&C team. 

Jamie Sims, EIT, graduated with a B.S. in Civil 
Engineering with a structural emphasis from the 
University of Missouri – Saint Louis / Washington 
University – Saint Louis joint program. Her studies 
included designing and constructing buildings, 
bridges, public facilities, waterways, and water/
wastewater treatment facilities. She joins the 
Dallas structural group and will be assisting with 
structural design for Texas projects. 

WANT YOUR COMPANY’S CARD HERE?

E-mail Brig
it Buff 

at 

treasur
er@weat-nt

s.org 

to lear
n how!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

6001 Interstate 20 West, Suite 219 
Arlington, Texas  76017 

817-719-0372 

COMPLETE
WATER SERVICES

Serving Texas 
Since 1941

carollo.com

 Dallas  972 .239.9949
 Fort Worth  817.882 .0528
 Austin  512 .453. 5383
Houston  281.872 .4512
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Plumbing

Fire Protection

Testing/ 
Commissioning

Mechanical

Electrical

sales@JandSValve.com 

JandSValve.com 

J & S  Valve ®®

VALVES FOR WATER & WASTEWATER 

J & S  Valve 

sales@JandSValve.com 

VALVES FOR WATER & WASTEWATER 
JandSValve.com 

A WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS - CERTIFIED NATIONALLY & REGIONALLY 
 

A WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESS - CERTIFIED NATIONALLY & REGIONALLY 

••  Resilient Seated Resilient Seated 
Gate Valves 2” Gate Valves 2” -- 108”108”

••  Metal Seated Gate Metal Seated Gate 
Valves 2” Valves 2” -- 108”108”

••  Metal Seated Control Metal Seated Control 
Valves 4” Valves 4” -- 108”108”

••  Ball Check ValvesBall Check Valves

••  Cushion Check ValvesCushion Check Valves
••  Lever & Weight Check ValvesLever & Weight Check Valves
••  Lug & Wafer Butterfly ValvesLug & Wafer Butterfly Valves
••  Wafer Check ValvesWafer Check Valves
••  HedFlex Check ValvesHedFlex Check Valves
••  WaStop Check ValvesWaStop Check Valves

ARCADIS ANNOUNCES NEW DALLAS STAFF

Don Vandertulip, Principal 
Engineer, has 40 years of 
experience in wastewater 
master planning, treatment, 
collection and pumping; 
water supply planning, 
treatment, storage and 
distribution; recycled 
water planning, pump, 
storage and distribution systems; and program 
management. Nationally, Don served as technical 
director for the 2012 update of USEPA Guidelines 
for Water Reuse and is active in in numerous 
professional organizations. In Texas, Don is active 
on the WEAT Municipal Wastewater Treatment and 
Reuse Committees and served as Section 11 Board 
Representative. Don is active in TAWWA Reuse 
and Conservation Division, and was recognized at 
Texas Water 2013 with the WEAT Alan H. Plummer 
Environmental Sustainability Award. 

Dan Lopez, Senior Project 
Manager – Wastewater, has 
28 years of experience and 
transferred to ARCADIS’s 
Dallas office in 2013 from 
their New York office, 
where he worked for the 
past 25 years in facility 
planning; conceptual, 

preliminary, and detailed design; hydraulic design; 
development of specifications; budgetary and 
construction cost estimating; and construction 
administration services for industrial and 
municipal water and wastewater treatment 
facilities. He has experience in the planning and 
development of wastewater treatability studies, 
pilot plant work, and wastewater treatment 
process design for biological nutrient removal. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUBMIT A NEWSLETTER ANNOUNCEMENT!
The WEAT-NTS newsletter is circulated six times a year to 500 water environment professionals, treatment 
plant technicians, public officials, regulatory agency personnel, manufacturers, and individuals in the 
North Texas area. We welcome relevant announcements and news items for future newsletters.

SUBMITTAL GUIDELINES

•	 You may submit relevant news items such as new hires and acquisitions, project awards and 
recognition, and other relevant news announcements.

•	 Announcements should be broadly relevant to the WEAT-NTS membership and the North Texas 
community.

•	 We will not accept promotional materials or commercial advertising.

•	 The Electronic Communications committee will edit announcements for brevity, clarity, and suitability.

•	 The WEAT-NTS Executive Committee reserves the right to reject all submissions deemed unsuitable.

Gail Charles, Senior Water Process Engineer, 
Gail has 26 years of experience with water 

treatment plant process 
and planning studies and 
evaluations for a broad 
range of facilities. She has 
effectively coordinated 
with water plant personnel 
and regulatory officials, 
conducted drinking water 
treatability assessments 
and process designs, and 

participated in all aspects of research projects for 
Water Research Foundation and USEPA. Other 
duties she has performed include preparation 
of technical reports and data analysis and 
management for multiple full-scale, bench-scale, 
and pilot-scale evaluations and other process 
engineering studies, several of which focused 
on investigating process changes to achieve 
regulatory compliance.

Ben Kuhnel, Senior Project Manager – Water, 
began his career with ARCADIS 11 years ago in 
their Dallas office after 
previously working for the 
TCEQ. He recently returned 
to Dallas after completing 
challenging projects in 
southern California. Ben’s 
experience includes the 
design and construction of 
many large ozone and UV 
systems, chemical systems, 
pumping systems, and ocean desalination. His 
experience with the Trinity River Authority, City of 
Dallas, City of San Diego, Fallbrook Public Utilities 
District, and Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power, in the various stages of water quality 
monitoring, design, construction, and startup has 
given him a broad and thorough understanding 
of water treatment plant processes and design 
considerations looking at full facilities, not just the 
individual processes.
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YP HAPPENINGS

Get Connected with WEAT-NTS 
Young Professionals!

The YPs kicked off spring with a happy hour at the Flying Saucer in 
Addison on April 3, sponsored by Pierce Pump Company. The next 
YP outing will include a tour at Dallas / Fort Worth International 
Airport!

If you are interested in receiving details about this event, YP event 
e-mails, sponsoring a future happy hour, or would like to host a 
project tour, please e-mail a YP representative (contact info is on the 

Contacts page on the last page of the newsletter).

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

Austin
512 346-1000

Dallas
214 346-2800

El Paso
915 544-2340

Fort Worth
817 332-8727

Houston
713 850-1921

San Antonio
210 826-3200

Phone
Fax

Dallas, Texas  75248 www.tectx.com
Suite 101

972/931-1116
6220 Campbell Road 972/931-0103

Hope to see you there!
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OF NOTE...

SIGN UP FOR E-MAIL NOTICES

E-mail weatnts@weat-nts.org to be added to the 
distribution list.

Notices will go out well in advance of the meetings 
and also serve to notify you of events and changes. 
You will receive about three e-mails every month.

ONLINE PAYMENT AVAILABLE

WEAT-NTS sponsors and dinner meeting attendees 
can now pay online at www.weat-nts.org.

Companies and individuals can sponsor dinner 
meetings and/or the newsletter or donate to 
scholarship funds at the WEAT-NTS website.

Members can register early for dinner meetings 
and take advantage of reduced fees by paying 
online.

WEAT-NTS CALENDAR OF EVENTS

EVENT DATE LOCATION TOPIC
WEAT-NTS May Dinner 
Meeting May 15, 2014 Southside Wastewater 

Treatment Plant, Dallas
Dewatering Facility Tour; 
Officer Elections

WEAT-NTS July Dinner 
Meeting July 17, 2014 Texas Star Golf Course Denton Creek SBR 

(Tentative)
Daryl Hall Golf Tournament September 2014 TBD Golf for a Good Cause

Ops Challenge Cook-Off September 19, 
2014 TBD Fun, Food, and Friends!

WEAT-NTS November Dinner 
Meeting November 20, 2014 TBD TBD
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WEAT-NTS CONTACTS

OFFICER NAME PHONE E-MAIL
President Buster Fichera 817.392.4978 buster.fichera@fortworthgov.org
President-Elect Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 jlsober@garverusa.com
Vice President Eva Gorgi 214.948.4573 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com
Treasurer Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 treasurer@weat-nts.org
Secretary Julie Hunt 817.493.5100 huntj@trinityra.org
Past President Dawn Anderson 214.638.0500 danderson@cpyi.com
Section Rep Darryl Corbin 972.239.9949 dcorbin@carollo.com
Past Section Rep Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com

COMMITTEE CHAIR PHONE E-MAIL
Audit Buster Fichera 817.392.4978 buster.fichera@fortworthgov.org
Awards Phil Spitzer 214.346.2800 pspitzer@ntmwd.com
Constitution / 
Bylaws Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com

Finance Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 treasurer@weat-nts.org
Fundraising Jeff Sober 972.377.7480 jlsober@garverusa.com
Electronic 
Communications Lauren Kobzeff 817.806.1738 lkobzeff@apaienv.com

Historian Betty Jordan 817.806.1703 bjordan@apaienv.com
Nominations Dawn Anderson 214.638.0500 danderson@cpyi.com
PWO Jerry Pressley 817.392.4926 jerry.pressley@fortworthtexas.gov
Photography Malcolm Cowdin 972.262.5186 cowdinm@trinityra.org
Program Eva Gorgi 214.948.4573 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com
Public Education / 
Science Fair Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdm.com

Scholarship Fund Matt Jalbert 817.735.7566 msj@freese.com
Seminar Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com
Website Holly Ingram 817.806.1750 hingram@apaienv.com

Young 
Professionals – 
Dallas

Grace Wike 214.583.8501 grace.wike@jacobs.com

John Zwerneman 972.239.9949 jzwerneman@carollo.com

Young 
Professionals – Fort 
Worth

Charles Norman 817.684.0900 charles@pumpsolutions.net

Wesley Tait 817.806.1718 wtait@apaienv.com


