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Thank you to our  

Sponsors!!! 

Platinum Sponsors 

Alan Plummer Associates, Inc. 
Carollo 
CDMSmith 
CP&Y, Inc 
Hazen & Sawyer 

 
HDR 
Jacobs 
MWH Global 
Pacheco Koch 
Perkins Engineering Consult-
ants, Inc. 
AECOM 
Municipal Valve and Equipment 
Company 

 

Gold Sponsors 

Freese & Nichols, Inc.  
Gupta & Associates 
Hartwell Environmental Corp. 

 

Volume 28, Number 4 July 2016 Newsletter 

July 2016 Dinner Meeting 

Date:   July 21, 2016 

Location:  Texas Star Golf Course & Conference Center, Euless, Texas 

Time:      5:30 – 6:30 Social Hour 

     6:30 - 8:00 Dinner and Presentation 

Presentation Title: “ What’s New in Alternative Disinfection?”  

Presentation Synopsis:  

This meeting will include four separate speakers at 15 minutes each. One engineering will 
introduce the topic of alternative disinfection, cover general options, and go through deci-
sion making factors.  Then a representative will focus on the safety aspects of  sodium hy-
pochlorite. A second representative will then focus on the nuts and bolts of design for sodi-
um hypochlorite and address things to watch for with various applications. Lastly, a UV/AOP 
representative will focus on the details of UV/AOP technology including what operators and 
designers should know in considering the technology as an alternative disinfection tool.  

Speakers:   

     Scott Hardy, Hazen and Sawyer (Engineer) 

     Sean Laird, Electrolyte Technologies LLC (Sodium Hypochlorite Rep #1) 

     Jean-Paul Monali, ClorTec (Sodium Hypochlorite Rep #2) 

     Abigail Antolovich, Xylem (UV/AOP Rep) 
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Leadership Message - by Brigit Buff 
Attention WEATies~ 
The summer is in full swing! I hope everyone is enjoying 

their vacations and finding fun ways to handle the Texas 

heat. We wrapped up a great WEAT-NTS year and are 

looking forward to the next year with the changing of the 

guard from out officer elections at the last May Plant 

Tour dinner meeting. First off, I would like to welcome 

our newest officers (and newly promoted officers):  

 Brigit Buff – President 

 Matt Jalbert – President Elect 

 Mark Perkins – Vice President 

 Phil Spitzer – Secretary 

 Grace Wike – Treasurer 

 Heather Wootton (Compton) – Section Rep 

 Eva Gorgi – Past President 

 Erin Flanagan – Past Section Rep 

Feel free to reach out to any of these wonderfully WEAT

-passionate people if you have any questions or want to 

know how you can get more involved! Our new Execu-

tive Committee and Programs Committee have been 

using this summer to discuss this year’s activity line up 

and are excited to share our calendar of events for the 

year with all of you! Be sure to check out this year’s 

meeting and events in our updated calendar included in 

this newsletter issue so you can SAVE THE DATES.  

Special events that you will not want to miss include the 

following: 

 Bi-monthly Meetings: The program committee, 

led by Mark Perkins, prepared interesting topics for 

the bi-monthly meetings. Based on the success of 

our trial lunch meetings last year, we have decided 

to hold our November and January meetings at lunch 

time again this year. We also plan on our annual 

Plant Tour Dinner Meeting (location TBD) to be held 

in May with our officer elections. Final topics and lo-

cations will be posted on our website and news 

blasts as confirmed.  

 Opstoberfest Cook-off: In true German Oktober-

fest style, we will be holding out annual BBQ this 

year in September (9/16).  Heather Wootton 

(Compton), Mark Perkins, and our “veteran” cook-off 

organizer Monique Florez are working hard on all the 

details to make this a fun family event, so bring out 

your friends, fami-

ly, and coworkers 

for an exciting day 

(and night). New 

this year is our 

Wild Game cate-

gory!! Start brew-

ing beer, prepare 

your smokers, 

hone your culinary 

techniques, and 

sign up your team…..or just show up for the impres-

sive buffet spread and camaraderie! 

 February Seminar: Fred Holmes and his team have 

been working on the February Seminar program to 

make it another booming success. This year’s tenta-

tive topic is “What’s New in Wastewater?”. Infor-

mation on abstract solicitation and sponsorship will 

be coming out soon, so be on the lookout and start 

brainstorming. 

 Young Professionals: Last year, we had a shake-

up in the YP committee chairs, so our new YP lead-

ers (Charles Norman, Elizabeth Holt, Kaylee Dusek, 

and Reyna Reyes) are working hard on planning 

some great events to engage both the young and 

young at heart. Feel free to sign up to be on the YP 

email list or attend any of the YP events, no matter 

your age! 

 Sponsorships: Our great events and, even more 

importantly, our ever-increasing number of scholar-

ships, would not be possible without the generous 

contributions from our membership and supporting 

companies. A huge THANK YOU to each  of your 

that contributed in some way to WEAT-NTS!!! Spon-

sorships are now open for renewal for the 2016-2017 

WEAT-NTS year. If you are interested in renewing 

(or adding) sponsorship for our organization, please 

contact our new treasurer, Grace Wike. 

A lot is happening in our section, and we look forward to 

seeing each of you throughout. We love the passion of 

the folks in our section and look forward to active partici-

pation and engagement of our membership this year. 

Stay safe and have a great summer! 
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WEAT	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
 

It’s Easy to Join Our Mailing List... 
We will e-mail you our newsletter, organization announcements, and other relevant information. Just send 

your email address by text message:  

Text WEATNTS to 22828 to get started! 

In This Issue... 
Upcoming Meeting      1 
Leadership Message     2 
Contents &  Calendar     3 
Sponsors & Sponsorship    4 
 

 
Event and Meeting Recaps     8 
Young Professionals      10 
PWO Committee       11 
OPStoberfest BBQ      14 
WEAT-NTS Contacts     18 

INTERESTED IN MENTORING/EDUCATING? 

Are you interested in educating college students about our industry?  Contact Jason Crawley at 
jkc@freese.com to speak at Universities and Colleges around the state! 

Date Event Location (*Tentative) Topic/Speaker (*Tentative) 

7/21/16 (Th) July Dinner Meeting Texas Star, Euless “What’s New in Disinfection”, Various 
Manufacturers 

9/16/16 (F) OPStoberfest BBQ Cook—
off 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 
Arlington, TX 

See flyer for info and registration 

10/21/16 (F)* Daryl Hall Golf Tournament   

11/17/16 (Th) November LUNCH Meeting TBD TBD 

1/19/17 (Th) January LUNCH Meeting TBD TBD 

2/14/16 (Tu)* February Seminar CityPlace, Dallas, TX* TBD 

3/16/16 (Th) March Dinner* Meeting TBD TBD 

3/17/16 (F)* Sporting Clays Event TBD  

5/18/16 (Th) May Plant Tour Dinner TBD TBD 

7/20/16 (Th) July Dinner Meeting TBD TBD 

WEAT-NTS 2016 - 2017 Calendar of Events 
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Interested in having an ad on this page? 

Find information on sponsorship at https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts and support this 
organization.  If you would like more information please contact Grace Wike at 
treasurer@weat-nts. org 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

Black & Veatch 

Hartwell Envi-

ronmental 
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MWH 
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By	Heather	Wootton	

MARCH	MEETING	RECAP	

The WEAT-NTS May Dinner meeting was held at the Prairie House Restaurant in Aubrey, Texas on 

May 19th, 2016. This meeting was one of the farthest North meetings in WEAT-NTS history, but still 

drew a large crowd (left). To kick off our May meeting, two of the science fair winners were invited to 

speak on their winning projects. Center: Rebecca Fripp, Fort Worth Regional Science Fair, Separating 

Oil and Water with a Spoon. Right: Asher Khazi Syed, Fort Worth Regional Science Fiar, Nano is Hot. 

  

In addition to our monthly presentation, officer elections were held. Up for election this year was the 

president-elect, vice president, treasurer, and section representative. The nomination committee, 

made up of Buster Fichera with the City of Fort Worth VCWRF, Erin Flanagan with Freese and Nich-

ols, and Jeff Sober with Garver, presented recommendations for each  of the following positions:  

 

Position WEAT-NTS Member Voted In 

Treasurer Grace Wike, LAN Yes 

Section Representative Heather Compton, Garver Yes 

President Elect Matt Jalbert, TRA Yes 

Vice President Mark Perkins, Perkins Engineering 
Consultants 

Yes 

President Brigit Buff, CH2M HILL Automatic 

Secretary Phil Spitzer, NTMWD Automatic (Term 1 more year) 

Past President Eva Gorgi, DWU Automatic 

Past Section Representative Erin Flanagan, Freese & Nichols Automatic 
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MARCH	MEETING	RECAP,	CONT.	
Jody Zabolio with the Upper Trinity Regional Water District, Samir Mathur with CDM Smith, and Dean 

Gorell with CDM Constructor’s presented on the Doe Branch WRF and how a vision became a reality. 

Since the weather did not hold out for us we were led on a virtual tour of the plant. The presentation 

focused on the unique delivery of the greenfield Doe Branch WRF. Initially set up as a traditional de-

sign-bid-build project, UTRWD elected to convert to a CMAR delivery halfway through the design in 

order to achieve a number of critical success factors. Thank you Mr. Zabolio, Mr. Mathur, and Mr. 

Gorell for your support of WEAT-NTS.  
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By	Kaylee	Dusek	

YOUNG	PROFESSIONALS	

Recap of Young Engineer Welcome Event: 

WEAT YP recently partnered with ASCE, EWB, and SAME for a 

young engineer welcome and networking social on May 20th  at Sand-

bar Cantina (picture at right). The event welcomed recent college 

graduates to the industry while enjoying sand volleyball.  Thank you to 

all who came out and made it a great event! 

Two Steppin’ Night Out: 

A huge thank you to all who attended our joint event with AWWA for a 

two steppin’ night out this month! We enjoyed an evening of great net-

working, music, and dancing at Cowboys Dancehall on June 30th.  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE: We will be helping cele-

brate the 25th anniversary of this year’s 90’s 

themed Trinity River Trash Bash in Fort Worth 

on Saturday, September 17th. The cleanup will 

take place from 3:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. with a 

party immediately following at The 

Shack  located at 395 Purcey Street, Fort Worth 

76102-1835. The fun and games will last until 

8:00 p.m. with a firework show to follow.  More 

information to come in the next newsletter!! 
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By	Eva	Gorgi	

PWO	COMMITTEE	

WEAT-NTS’s goal has been to increase operators’ participation in the organization, create a profes-
sional network among metroplex utilities operators and maintenance staff, and expand operators’ 
knowledge by providing innovative educational practices. Therefore, we decided to offer webinars, 
which will be targeting interesting topics for utility personnel.  

Wednesday, June 29th, WEAT launched a first free webinar. Rick Hidalgo, the President and co-
founder of Signature Automation, LLC, presented on SCADA and control systems and a title of his 
presentation was “The State of Today’s Control System”. This webinar provided the audience with a 
historical perspective of control systems in general and how they have advanced over the years.  Ad-
ditionally, it focused on some of the more common features that water sector clients are utilizing on 
their control systems today along with standards that are being promoted within the industry to en-
hance the user interface.  Some of the discussed topics included a comparison of legacy systems to 
today’s more complex systems; common network topologies; use of remote I/O; alarm philosophy and 
management; and the beneficial use of situational awareness style graphics.  

This webinar attracted more than 50 single registrants and WEAT-NTS municipalities offered it to their 
staff. The webinar also has been approved for 1 hour of CEU credit through the TCEQ and all at-
tendees, by answering three questions at the end of the webinar, could obtain a continuing education 
credit hour.  

 

If you attended this webinar, we would appreciate any feedback. Also, if have any suggestions for fu-
ture seminars, please let us know. 
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PWO	COMMITTEE,	CONT.	



 

13 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 

	

PWO	COMMITTEE,	CONT.	



 

14 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 



 

15 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 



 

16 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 



 

17 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 



 

18 - WEAT-NTS Newsletter July 2016  www.weat-nts.org 

WEAT-NTS 2016 - 2017 Contacts 

Officer Name Phone E-Mail 

President Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 bbuff@ch2m.com 

President-Elect Matt Jalbert 469.475.0922 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Vice President Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Treasurer Grace Wike 214.765.8731 gdwike@lan-inc.com 

Secretary Phil Spitzer 972.442.5405 pspitzer@ntmwd.com 

Past President Eva Gorgi 214.671.2804 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com 

Section Rep Heather Wootton 972.377.7480 HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

Past Section Rep Erin Flanagan 214.217.2261 erin.flanagan@freese.com 

Committee Chair Phone Email 

Audit Matt Jalbert 469.475.0922 jalbertm@trinityra.org 

Awards Nash Reddy 214.920.8166 Nash.reddy@jacobs.com 

Constitution/Bylaws Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 

Finance Grace Wike 214.765.8731 gdwike@lan-inc.com 

Fundraising Heather Wootton 972.377.7480 HAWootton@GarverUSA.com 

Communications Brigit Buff 972.533.2499 bbuff@ch2m.com 

Historian Betty Jordan 817.806.1703 bjordan@apaienv.com 

Nominations Eva Gorgi 214.671.2804 eva.gorgi@dallascityhall.com 

PWO Jerry Pressley 817.392.4926 Jerry.pressley@fortworthtexas.gov 

Photography Malcolm Cowdin 972.262.5186 cowdinm@trinityra.org 

Programs Mark Perkins 817.719.0372 mperkins@perkinsconsultants.com 

Public Education/Science Fair Amy Robinson 817.332.8727 robinsonar@cdmsmith.com 

Scholarshiop Fund Chris Young 214.346.4300 chris.young@mwhglobal.com 

Seminar Fred Holmes 817.870.2630 fholmes@hazenandsawyer.com 

Andy Paulson 469.619.1241x108 ajpaulson@sig-auto.com 

Nicole Conner 214.360.9929 Nicole.Conner@mwhglobal.com 

YP - Dallas  
Kaylee Dusek 972.377.7480 KPDusek@GarverUSA.com 

Reyna Reyes 214.522.8778 ROReyes@lan-inc.com 

YP - Fort Worth  
Charles Norman 817.684.0900 charles@pumpsolutions.net 

Elizabeth Holt 214.893.3845 Elizabeth.Holt@jacobs.com 

Website  


