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Message from the
President

As my term as WEAT-NTS President nears the end, I
reflect back on some of my first WEAT-NTS meetings
when I had just joined the industry. Now, I don't 100%
recall the first meeting I attended, but I did go back
through the photos to find the first photo in our
WEAT-NTS Photo Archives I could find myself in,
which brought me to the July 18 Dinner Meeting from
2013, where these guys from Left to Right: Darrell
Long, Freddie Wallace, and Dan Halter presented on
the DWU Central WWTP Predictive Maintenance and
were introduced by Eva Gorgi, the WEAT-NTS
Secretary of the time. At that time to me they were

just DWU staff that were presenting on an ongoing
project..

At that time as well our Executive Committee included
these guys. Whom I later came to know as Buster
Fichera and Dawn Anderson. While I had very little
understanding of who I was meeting at this meeting
or what was being discussed, the passion of our
people is one of the most memorable things to stand
out. This moment was one of the starting points of
sharing the passion for water and wastewater those
involved in WEAT share.

At the beginning I knew very little about those I was
surrounded by. Where as when I look at this picture
now it's easy to name 2 — 3 people at each of the
tables and tell you something about them. Little did I
know at that time I would go on to work closely with
the DWU staff presenting to help kickstart our newest
event focused on recognizing YP’'s and plant staff: the
Membranes and Mudbugs Event.
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If you would have asked me if this is what my

o s involvement in this organization looked like at

¢ ooy that first meeting I could not have dreamed
BN JSVIQK”“:: a?out where I am today. One of my big focyses
R+ - Ethls past year has been on helping others find the
v.'éi point where they can take ownership of

something and get them one step closer to

experiencing the community I've come to know

..
*  quite well.

# The first step in supporting those new to the
“““industry, whether they're straight out of school,
made a career change, or are just now getting involved in a professional organization, is encourage
them to get out there and attend an event. Empower them to attend. Introduce them to those you
know. Ask about ways to get more involved.

For those that are already plugged in and engrained within WEAT and the NTS, you've seen what
many of our YPs and plant staff are doing across the organization. Maybe you have a YP you've
worked closely with at your firm, on a project, or met them at a WEAT event. Now is the time to
submit them for recognition. Last year we had 13 YPs nominated and we hope to increase those
numbers. We want to hear about their accomplishments for what we see within WEAT but also what
we might not see.

Congratulations to our
nominated young
professionals!

''''''''''' WEAT North Texas Section
oo

WEAT-NTS Newsletter -3- www.weat-nts.org



Take a moment to fill out the survey to nominate a YP today.

https://forms.office.com/r/n5DYcYxew7

NEW this year and something we are very exciting to introduce is Plant Operator and Maintenance
Staff presentations. We are inviting our NTX plant O&M staff to present on their facilities. Perhaps
it's on the overall plant process or a unique work flow they use at the facility, either way we want to
provide the opportunity to hear from them. The call for abstracts and presentations from our Plant
O&M staff and YPs is open as well. The deadline for submission is March 29th, 2024.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=MAQiflkL5UeKgaSp2a-9xILYvzo-
wyxHIiDWRwWIXCTYZUMOQ4N1g3N1JSOFFHOOpSRUAPVTBGTU1USi4u

I hope that this event continues to serve as a springboard to those just now getting involved in
WEAT to help them find the community and sense of purpose as they progress in their careers; and
to find the opportunity to take ownership of something and pull others along with them in their
involvement.

Thank you,

KUAgeUE pCCr¢

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!
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https://www.facebook.com/WEAT.NTS/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/weat-north-texas-section-a727701b8/
https://www.instagram.com/weat.nts/
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MEMBRANES AYd MUDBUGS

A Melding of the Minds at DWU’s Central Wastewater Treatment Plant

Join us for a bug fueled feast featuring aeration bugs and crawfish.

The WEAT-NTS Membranes and Mudbugs Event provides an educational
opportunity for our community and professional development and recognition for
our Young Professionals. The day will include a vendors corner, an in-depth tour of
the facility, and presentations by our local operations and young professional staff.

Please bring your driver’s license for check in. No ID no entry

DRAFT AGENDA: MEET AT:

8:00 a.m. Meet and Greet Breakfast DWU Central WWTP
1020 Sargent Rd,

9:00 a.m. Plant Tours Start Da”aS, TX 75203

10:30 a.m. Morning Presentations* 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

12:00 p.m. Lunch Start

1:00 p.m. Afternoon Presentations*

3:00 p.m. Adjourn

*Final agenda being finalized anticipated 4 hours
TCEQ credit, pending TCEQ CEU approval.

® & 0 0 0 0 0 0
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o o North Texas Section atyoFd
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Call for Nominations

WEAT North Texas Section is looking for nominations to
flltheDe put vy T rpesitienuNominations will be
accepted throughMar ch 28t h.

The dutiesoftheDeput y Trimcladeur er
-Assisting Treasurer

-Coordinate sponsorship drive effort and maintain
database of current sponsorships

-Attend WEAT-NTS events to assist Treasurer with
collecting payments and other items

-Assist with reimbursement requests
| f you woul d | t no é
position, are | rested
have further qgquestions, <co
rami.issa@aecom.com

972-735-3012
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SYNERGY: WORKING TOGETHER FORTHE GREATER GOOD

The 2024 WEAT-NTS February Seminar was held on February 6, 2024 at Hurst Conference Center in
Hurst, Texas. The theme was Synergy: Working Together for the Greater Good.

A total of 182 professionals attended the one-day seminar! This seminar was inspired by all the
hardworking individuals who continue to show up for their community.
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Thank you to our presenters!

Presentations covered topics including the art of master planning, design challenges, innovative
design and efforts to provide clean, safe water to North Texas’ waterways and customers.
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Thank you to our sponsors!

Thank you to our 3 Seminar Sponsors, 6 Table
Sponsors, 3 Breakfast/Break Sponsors, and 1
Reception Sponsor! We raised approximately $6,900!
This Seminar is possible because of their generous

support.
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Breakfast and Break Sponsors
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Kennedy Jenks

Reception Sponsor

Be Right™
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This was a team effort! THANK YOU to the planning seminar committee for the time committed
to pull this seminar together!

s’ WEAT-NTS February Seminar 2024 Planning Committee
. Thank you!!
' .

Simone Guidry, Kennedy/lenks ~ Darpan Chorghe, Freese & Nichols Quentin Geile, Plummer Associotes ~ Hayden Lewis, Hazen & Sawyer

Water Environment Association of Texas

Rachel Macias, Lockwood, Andrews & Archana Sharma, Mead & Hunt

Newnam, Inc

Megan Martin, Carollo Paula Monaco, Plummer Associates

Seminar Presentations and the CEU/PDH certificate are now on the WEAT-NTS Website!
Click HERE to download the presentations.

Click HERE to download the Certificate.

Save the date for February 11, 2025 for next year’'s seminar!
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Sporting Clays Recap

The 15™ Annual WEAT-NTS Sporting Clays event returned to the Dallas Gun Club on March 1,
2024. A record turnout with 45 teams, 176 shooters, and over 30 volunteers, this year featured

two shooting courses to accommodate all the awesome people in our industry that showed out! A

big thanks goes out to our many sponsors, volunteers and participants.

Thank you volunteers who helped coordinate the event this year!

Heather Wootton
Paula Monaco
Nicole Connor
Kevin Flinn

nuumunmunuonm

Nyla Langford

Our loyal sponsors!

Daryl Hall Sponsorship
Victaulic

CIE Pump and Seals
Elliott Electric Supply
Archer Western
Municipal Valve

Prime Controls

Core and Main

OV nnunm

Plummer

WEAT-NTS Newsletter
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Lance Phillips
Agata Ristow
Sarah Beth Yates
Angela Spevak
Simone Guidry

Ardurra

Reynolds Company
Mead & Hunt
Kimley Horn
Garver

Gupta

Dunaway

Andrtiz

Eaton

-12 -
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Marianne Kelsey
Ming Li
Leah McDonald

Freese and Nichols
Wade Trim

EI2
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Sulzer

Arcadis

CDM Smith
Carollo
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Award Team Name Score
Team - 1st Prime Controls 1 89.25
Team - 2nd Archer Western 87
Team - 3rd Master Builders 85
Team - Most Honest Magazine Subscribers 34.40
Team - 2nd to last Zone Industries 1 31.25
Individual - 1st Jeff Kendall 93
Individual - 2nd Allen Chupik 92
Individual - 3rd Kevin Miller 91
Individual - Most Honest Brad Pierce 13
Female - 1st Ann Crossman 77
Female — 2nd Cat Turner 60
Most Improved +27 from

Chris Ristow last year!
Top Volunteers Ming Li

Leah McDonald

After a long day of shooting, teams were rewarded with a BBQ lunch provided by Jeff Longrin and

Master Builders. This event would not be possible without our volunteers and willing participants.

Thank you again for all who helped to make this event a success. We are looking forward to another

successful event next year!

KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR NEXT YEARS REGISTRATION. SPORTING CLAYS WILL BE HELD ON

MARCH 7, 2025 AT DALLAS GUN CLUB.

WEAT-NTS Newsletter
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Thickening Facility has been in operation for about a year; however, the overall project is just

nearing completion. This presentation provided an overview of the journey towards implementing

new thickening processes at VCWREF, challenges experienced during construction and startup, and

the resulting successful operations and performance of the Thickening Facility. There were 79 pre-
registrations for this month’s event. Thank you Farida and Chad for presenting at this months

meeting!

l l Next Meeting:

May 16, 2024
Location TBD

We hope to see you there!
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=+ 2023 Project of the Year Award

WEAT North Texas Presents the 2023 Project of the Year Award to the Glendale
Park Five Mile Creek Interceptor Emergency Pipe Replacement Project.

The project team consists of Dallas Water Utilities (DWU), Freese and Nichols’ (FNI), Hobas Pipe USA, and
John Burns Construction Inc. The project was a true collaboration of the team members which resulted
in the first direct-bury application of U.S. manufactured non-circular glass fiber reinforced polymer
(GFRP) pipe and bifurcation wyes in new wastewater pipeline construction in Texas. The pipeline has
been successfully constructed and placed into operation in September 2023.

This project presented many obstacles to the project team and its success can be attributed to the
collaborative process between the owner, engineer, pipeline manufacturer and contractor. With this
being the first of its kind project in the State of Texas, the project team laid the groundwork for
DWU and other owners to think outside of the box and apply this approach to similar projects.

The novel and innovative use of parallel ZsEE@E e v P 2
39.4-inch-high by 63-inch-wide semi- g
arch pipes in combination with
bifurcation wyes enabled DWU to
overcome the challenges and
constraints associated with creatinga
new larger capacity pipeline through an ', .
area of the City of Dallas Glendale Park “§
where approximately 41% of the :
chosen alignment for a 72-inch
diameter pipe would provide less than
1-foot of cover and in one location the
pipe would be above grade.

The requirements to enter for the Project
of the Year included a project that was
completed in 2023, nomination by an
active WEAT member, and projects within
the wastewater industry. Project Scoring
was based off Communication, Project
Impact, Innovation and Ingenuity, in
addition to Collaboration and Teamwork.
Follow the WEAT North Texas Section
LinkedIn page to see the winning project,
and stay up to date with WEAT North
Texas!
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DFW Science Fairs

WEAT-NTS members participated in three science fairs at
the beginning of this year!

Fair winners were granted scholarships from WEAT/AWWA!

-;‘—/ o 4
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Want to get more involved? Contact Santos Sotelo!

santos.sotelo@kimley-horn.com e00000
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& The NCT TAWWA & WEAT \a
YP Committees Present:

Two Stepping in

LOCATION: EVENT INFORMATION:
Cowboys Red River Doors open at 6:30
Free cover before 8
10310 Technology Blvd W Free dance lessonsstart at 7
Dallas, TX 75220
Don’t know how to Texas 2-step?
DATE: Dance lessons always start with
March 28, 2024 the basics!
WHO: REGISTRATION:
TAWWA & WEAT Young Free!
Professionals and Young
Professionals at Heart
Plus 1’s Welcome!
A B - - ) > A B
AMERICAN
Thanks to our Sponsor DUCTILE IRON PIPE
American Cast Iron Pipe SPIRALWELD PIPE
THE RIGHT WAY
A Questions? A

« Contact Cat Turner at 214-533-8071 «
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YP Update

The February YP happy hour in Dallas was a success, especially with the
warm 80-degree weather. Held on a rooftop, young professionals enjoyed
networking, laughter, and friendly cornhole games in the radiant warmth.
Overall, the event provided a perfect blend of casual outdoor activities and

a relaxed atmosphere for Dallas YPs to connect and unwind. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to Ardurra for sponsoring and contributing to the
success of this memorable gathering.
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Thank you to our Sponsors!

Platinum Sponsors
Brown v .
Caldwell

Engineers...Working Wonders With Water™

E EREESE
A :NICHOLS

E BLACK & VEATCH

Sith

GAIl

Gupta & Associates, Inc
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Kennedy Jenks
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Thank you to our Sponsors!
Platinum Sponsors

I.) JACOBS

O JssVvalve Kimley»Horn
Mead — <lIvi<

le unt MUNICIPAL VALVE

& EQUIPMENT COMPANY

al AEEDAWSON ) pLUMMER

st\v WADE

Gold Sponsors

Lockwood, Andrews
& Newnam, Inc.
A LED A DALY COMPARMNY

ADD YOUR NAME HERE
See Sponsorship Opportunities on page 21 or CLICK HERE.

)
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https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts/

Sponsorship Opportunities
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