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Dear Fellow North Texas WEATers, 

I am so excited to lead this vibrant WEAT Section starting this month throughout June 
next year. This is my first opportunity to address our Section membership as your 
president. I have been part of this amazing organization for many years since I moved to 
DFW back in 2005.  I have to tell you, I am so proud of what we have accomplished 
together over the years. The North Texas WEAT Section is one of the most active and 
vibrant WEAT sections in the State of Texas. You Rock!!! 

I would like to take a moment to express my sincere gratitude to our outgoing President, 
Nicole Conner, for leading us through this past year with the transition from pure virtual 
meetings back into what I now consider a fully back-to-normal pre-pandemic mode. It 
was not easy, but we made it happen together. We thank you for your patience with us 
through this transition. 

I am excited to announce to you some of my ideas for this year and I am reaching out to 
each one of you fellow members to help us accomplish these goals: 

 Increase engagement with other WEAT Sections – We are developing ideas to engage 
other WEAT sections. We are open to your suggestions and ideas. One of the ideas 
being considered is to have a joint event with one of the nearby WEAT sections to 
promote collaboration.  

 Revamp Events and Annual Sponsorship – We are reaching out to you, our members, to 
encourage your employers to be an active WEAT sponsor if they are not a sponsor 
already. Our sponsors are critical to our success and future growth, and we cannot 
thank enough our current sponsors who supported our WEAT section over the years 
and through the tough pandemic times. We are always looking for new sponsors. 
Being a sponsor is a great way to get engaged as an organization and get recognized 
in our industry. 

 New Programs – I know this topic was discussed before with our members. We are 
looking for viable ideas to expand our programs and add more benefits to our 
membership. With a strong financial balance sheet, our section is ready to explore new 
frontiers for the greater good of our members. So, please come forward with ideas so 
we can discuss them and vet them out. 

President 
Message from the 
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 Operators Focused Events– One exciting thing to note that as the co-chair of the 
Advanced Operators Training Committee at the State level and also being part of 
the Executive Committee for our local section, there is a synergy to be gained here to 
improve our collaboration with the State Level for the benefit of our membership. 
The Advanced Operators Training Committee is developing some exciting advanced 
training material such as disinfection, BNR, and pre-treatment and we would like to 
find opportunities for our Section to be one of the first sections to beta test some of 
the newly developed training material and provide feedback to the Committee to 
improve the content. The goal is to bring value to our membership and encourage 
more operators to be members of WEAT. We are also looking for volunteers from 
our section to be part of this exciting committee.  

 

Finally, our Executive Committee is developing some really exciting programs for this 
coming year. So stay tuned for our upcoming events and please do attend and 
participate. We want you engaged!! 

If you have questions, suggestions, or just want to get involved in our local section 
events, do not hesitate to reach out to me or one of my fellow officers. We are here to 
help you get more engaged!! 

 

Truly Yours, 

Rami 

Leadership Message 
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WEAT-NTS & WEF Events 
Date Event Location  

9/9/22 Daryl Hall Golf Tournament 
Waterchase Golf Club 
8951 Creek Run Rd 
Fort Worth, Tx 76120 

10/14/22 Opstoberfest 
Knights of Columbus 
2625 S Cooper St 
Arlington, Tx 76015 

2/7/23 February Seminar* 
Hurst Conference Center 
1601 Campus Dr 
Hurst, Tx 76054 

3/3/23 Sporting Clays Tournament TBD 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 

Receive newsletters, organization 
announcements, and other relevant 
information by e-mail.  
Text WEATNTS to 22828  
to get started! 

*If you are interested in joining the February Seminar subcommittee,  
please contact Paula Monaco: 

pmonaco@plummer.com 
817-806-1718 
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2022 Collections Systems and  
Odor & Corrosion Specialty Conference 

The 2022 WEAT Collections Systems and 
Odor & Corrosion Specialty Conference held 

on June 1-2, 2022 in Frisco, Texas was a great 
success! The panel discussion and featured 

presentations about funding, consent decree 
negotiations and ensuing capital  

improvement projects, and mitigating odor 
complaints resonated well with the audience 

and broadened horizons.  The event had  
excellent presentations from collection  

systems and odor & corrosion experts and 
utility leaders who are grappling with today's 

problems and finding solutions both large 
and small.   

WEAT Collection Systems Committee Co-Chairs:  

Derek Schwanke (WEAT-NTS Member)  

DTSchwanke@GarverUSA.com 

Raghavender Nednur  

Raghavender.Nednur@houstontx.gov 

WEAT Odor Control Committee Chair:  

Doug Sherman 

shermand@cpiengineering.com  

 

If you are interested in becoming a member of either committee, please  
contact one of the committee chairs:  

Networking during the breaks and reception 
helped establish and reinforce industry  

connections.  Visiting the exhibit booths helped 
attendees note the developments in  

established technologies, be exposed to newly 
developed technologies, and learn about other’s 

experiences in the industry. 

The specialty conference was conducted by the 
WEAT Collection Systems & WEAT Odor  

Control Committees with support from the 
WEAT Executive Board, WEAT staff, and  

volunteers.  

mailto:DTSchwanke@GarverUSA.com
mailto:Raghavender.Nednur@houstontx.gov
mailto:shermand@cpiengineering.com
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Public Outreach 

Redeem the Stream Cleanup  
Saturday, November 5th, 2022 

Dallas 

Volunteers needed to aid in river cleanup 
 

Save the Date for these upcoming Public Outreach events 
and give back to the community!  

CAST Conference 
Thursday, November 10th through Satur-

day, November 12th 

Volunteers needed to help run booth in-
forming Texas teachers of WEAT, AW-

WA, and water cycle information.  

Questions? 
Contact Andrew Kanewske 

Andrew.Kanewske@kimley-horn.com  

mailto:Andrew.Kanewske@kimley-horn.com
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President-Elect 
Heather Wootton 
972-377-7480 
Email 

President 
Rami Issa 
214-326-1983 
Email 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Vice President 
Lance Phillips 
214-670-7407 
Email 

Treasurer 
Blayne Johnson 
817-493-5173 
Email 

Deputy Treasurer 
Chris Vela 
817-339-2299 
Email 

Secretary 
Paula Monaco 
817-806-1700 
Email 

Past President 
Nicole Conner 
817-686-8161 
Email 

Section Rep 
Andy Paulson 
469-619-1241  
Email 

Past Section Rep 
Phil Spitzer 
469-626-4918 
Email 

Audit 
Nicole Conner 
817-686-8161 | Email 

Fundraising 
Heather Wootton 
972-377-7480 | Email 

Public Outreach 
Andrew Kanewske 
817-349-2829 | Email 

YP — Dallas 
Karissa Miller 
817-308-2189 | Email 
 
Ola Wenno 
214-346-3337 | Email  

Awards 
Andre Garces 
214-631-6100 | Email 

Historian 
Paul Roach 
214-638-0500 | Email 

Scholarships 
Agata Ristow 
972-221-4849 | Email 

Constitution/Education 
Amy Robinson 
817-332-8727 | Email 

Nominations 
Nicole Conner 
817-686-8161 | Email 

Seminar 
Paula Monaco 
817-806-1700 | Email 

YP — Fort Worth 
Sonja Cook 
817-806-1721 | Email 
 
Kevin Flinn 
682-747-5389 | Email  

Darryl Hall 
Brandt Miller 
469-250-3784 | Email 

Programs 
Heather Wootton 
972-377-7480 | Email 

Social Media 
Maria Contreras 
214-619-9028 | Email 
 
Jordan Duncan 
972-391-7634 | Email 
 
Brad Deaton 
504-810-6841 | Email   

Hospitality 
Rachel Macias 
214-522-8778 | Email  
 
Simone Guidry 
737-285-3319 | Email 

PWO 
Anna Pena-Tijerina 
817-806-1700 | Email  
 
Steve Golhar 
214-671-9112 | Email  

Website/Newsletter 
Sarah Beth Yates 
469-619-1241 | Email  

 

mailto:hawootton@garverusa.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:rami.issa@aecom.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:lance.phillips@dallascityhall.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:johnsonbj@trinityra.org?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:chris.vela@kimley-horn.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:pmonaco@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:ajpaulson@sig-auto.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:pspitzer@ntmwd.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:hawootton@garverusa.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:andrew.kanewske@kimley-horn.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:millerk@trinityra.org?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:ola.wenno@stantec.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:agarces@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS%20Awards
mailto:proach@cpyi.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:a.ristow@prime-controls.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:robinsonar@cdmsmith.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:pmonaco@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:scook@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:krflinn@garverusa.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:bmiller@hazenandsawyer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:hawootton@GarverUSA.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:MJContreras@GarverUSA.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:jordan.duncan@kimley-horn.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:bradley.deaton@stantec.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:rjmacias@lan-inc.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:SimoneGuidry@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:apena-tijerina@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:shrirang.golhar@dallascityhall.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:sbyates@sig-auto.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
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May Dinner Meeting 

The WEAT-NTS May meeting was held on May 19th, 2022 and included presentations 
by Malcom Parker and Alex Stuart followed by a tour of the City of Garlands WWTPs.  

Rowlett Creek WWTP - Malcolm Parker, RCWWTP Plant Superintendent, covered the 
improved effluent water quality from the filter improvement project. The project in-
cluded going from sand filters to cloth filters and improvements at the headworks to 
allow transfer off all average day flows to the Duck Creek WWTP. 

Duck Creek WWTP – Alex Stuart, the DCWWTP Plant Superintendent, reviewed the 
recent ASAB Improvement and Odor Control Project and the current full plant backup 
power generator project.  
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June Dinner Meeting 

At the WEAT-NTS June dinner meeting on June 23rd at Texas Live!, NTMWD’s Sha-
ron Miller and Michael Brogdon presented on the Sister Grove Regional Water Re-
source Recovery Facility - The Beginning Story. They walked us through how the 
new WRRF came to be and presented the planning and construction information 
that’s available to date.  
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YP Meeting 

Thank you to those who attended WEAT YP’s June Happy Hour at The 
Rustic.  We had a great turnout and look forward to planning our up-

coming Fall plant tour. Stay tuned for more information! 

FOLLOW WEAT ON SOCIAL MEDIA! 

https://www.facebook.com/WEAT.NTS/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/weat-north-texas-section-a727701b8/
https://www.instagram.com/weat.nts/
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Personal Announcements 

Anthony Scudieri, PE, joined Signature Automation in May 2022 as 
Chief Instrumentation & Controls (I&C) Engineer. “Tony” brings 35 
years of combined electrical and I&C engineering experience to the 
firm and has already taken a lead role in managing large projects 
with the North Texas Municipal Water District as well as providing 
quality assurance oversight and mentorship for young professionals 
in the E&I Design group. We’re excited to have him on the team and 
rejoining many former colleagues! 

 

Jim Cochran joined Signature Automation in June 2022 as a Senior 
Automation Specialist. He has 40 years of combined electrical  
engineering and control system programming experience, most  
recently focused on fiber optics manufacturing. Jim is a recent 
transplant from North Carolina and is excited for his new life in  
Texas, especially being able to spend more time with his family who 
lives locally. Please join us in welcoming him to the state and the 
water/wastewater industry! 

Signature Automation is pleased to welcome two new 
senior staff members to the firm: 

 
Have news to share?  
Send your announcements and pictures to Sarah 
Beth Yates to be included in the next newsletter.  

mailto:sbyates@sig-auto.com
mailto:sbyates@sig-auto.com
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Thank you to our Sponsors! 
Platinum Sponsors 
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ADD YOUR NAME HERE 
See Sponsorship Opportunities on page 15 or CLICK HERE.  

Contact Heather Wootton with questions. 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 
Gold Sponsors 

https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts/
mailto:hawootton@garverusa.com
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WEAT-NTS offers three levels of sponsorships for the July 2021 – June 2022 year,  
plus multiple individual sponsorship opportunities.   

Sponsorships will support: 
•WEAT-NTS and Daryl Hall Scholarship Funds 
•Dinner Meetings 
•Section Activities (Fall BBQ and Sporting Clays Tournament) 
•February Seminar 
•Young Professionals 

Outreach Programs (Science Fair, Future Cities, Trinity River Cleanup, etc.) 

WEAT-NTS Scholarship  
Fund Contributions 

$100 

Newsletter Advertising (6 issues) and 
website link  

$150 

NTS February Seminar  $300 

NTS February Seminar Table Sponsor  $500 

NTS February Seminar  
Break Area Sponsor  

$1,000 

*Daryl Hall Golf Tournament and Sporting 
Clays events sponsorships are  
advertised separately. 

Gold Sponsor    $1,250 

Recognition at ALL six meetings   
(includes Fall Cook-off) (for the price of five) 

Recognition of Gold Sponsor is the same as Classic 
Sponsor at ALL six meetings 

Platinum $1,950 

•Recognition as a platinum sponsor at ALL SIX meetings, including the fall BBQ 

•Recognition of Platinum Sponsor is same as Gold Sponsor, plus: 
 - Company name included in all newsletters, meeting announcements, meeting reminder  
    emails, and link on website 
 - Display of digital banner at meeting (if supplied) via PowerPoint 
 - Recognition of Platinum Sponsor by President at the beginning of each meeting 
 - Recognition as February Seminar Sponsor including logo display in advertising and at event 
 - Recognition as YP Sponsor, with $100 from sponsorship being earmarked toward  
    local YP events 
 - Recognition as WEAT NTS and Daryl Hall scholarship fund contributor 

Classic Dinner Sponsor $250 

•For One Dinner Meeting 
•Recognition of Classic Sponsors: 

- Announcement on front page of  
   newsletter (name of firm) for the  
   sponsored meeting 
- Announcement in meeting reminder   
   emails (name of firm) 
- Display of digital banner at meeting  
  (if supplied) via PowerPoint 
- Verbal recognition of sponsors by  
   President at the beginning of the  
   meeting 

Sponsorship Opportunities 


