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Date:  
Time: 
Location: 

Friday, October 25, 2019 
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Knights of Columbus Hall 
2625 S Cooper Street 
Arlington, TX 76015 

 

13th Annual OPStoberfest Cook-Off 

Family-friendly event with a Halloween theme! See page 6 for more details. 

CLICK HERE FOR TEAM REGISTRATION  

WEAT-NTS Newsletter September 2019   

October 2019 Dinner Meeting 

https://form.jotform.com/92236271272151
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Leadership Message 

I am pleased and proud to be your WEAT-NTS president. I look forward to a 
productive and fun year. Each president has a vision of what they want WEAT to be 
all about. We are in great shape financially, organizationally, and engaged in the 
business (programs, ops challenge, awards, scholarships, etc…). We give credit to a 
lot of hard working people over the past few years. We have a terrific set of officers 
and committee chairs. Please go to the website and get familiar with them. I invite 
you to never hesitate to introduce yourselves to us at the meetings. It’s hard for us to 
meet all of you, but we will try.  

I really don’t feel like I have to “fix” anything from the past. Therefore, I want to focus 
on the future. Of course, the executive committee will do our due diligence in 
operating the section; however I want to direct our interests in supporting our YP’s 
and bringing new, young people into the section. It’s not just about bringing in new 
recruits it’s also about maintaining the ones we have. When you are straight out of 
school you are looking for activities. At a later age, many of us know the stresses we 
have by the time we are getting married, buying houses, having kids, and trying to 
advance at work. It is a good thing I am beyond most of that. I understand why it is 
difficult to be involved in WEAT on top of all that. 

Maybe you should get to know me. I was born in a land long ago and far away – early 
sixties and western Kansas. I grew up playing sports, building muscle cars, and 
working on the family farm; part of which I still have today. I have degrees in biology 
and civil engineering from Kansas State University and my graduate work from KU. 
My education was in structural engineering, but I guess the powers that be at Black 

President 
Message from the 

Phil Spitzer 
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& Veatch thought I should be a process engineer because of my biology background. 
At my eleventh year at B&V, I was transferred to Dallas. The summer we moved here 
I couldn’t believe how hot it could be, and also I couldn’t believe how fast you can get 
over your resistance to the cold. 

I spent 25 years in the consulting business then moved to the public sector for the 
past 5 years. It is very rewarding. The day to day activities are very similar. The 
difference is the consultant’s objective is to make a profit. In the public sector, our 
goal is to provide value to our customers. In the end, we all try to serve our clients the 
best we can. I work for the North Texas Municipal Water District. My role is the 
wastewater treatment engineer. We have 13 operating plants – there is never a dull 
moment. 

I look forward to a great year. If anybody has any ideas on how to improve the 
section or an activity we should consider, please let me know. 

Past President 
Message from the 

Mark Perkins 

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as WEAT-
NTS president for the past year. It has been incredibly 
exciting to be part of such an active and vibrant 
section, with so many dedicated people willing to make 
the Section great! Special thanks to all of our officers, 
committee chairs, and to the numerous volunteers who 
show up and make our special events special.  The 
Section is in great hands for years to come with the 
slate of leaders recently elected.  

See you at the next meeting! 
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Treasurer’s Report 

CURRENT BALANCE 
Checking $88,480.02 

Investments $406,048.95 

JULY 25 MEETING 
Revenue $3,250.00 

Cost $3,048.31 

Paid Registrations 110 

Walk-ins 4 

Total Attendance 86 

Treasurer 
Rami Issa 

For more information, contact: 
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WEAT-NTS & WEF Events 

Date Event Location (*Tentative) Contact Person 

9/13/19 
Daryl Hall Memorial 
Golf Tournament 

Waterchase Golf Club —  
Fort Worth, TX Brandt Miller 

9/21/19 Trinity Trash Bash TBD Chris Vela 

10/25/19 
OPStoberfest & Dinner 
Meeting 

Knights of Columbus—
Arlington 

Nicole Conner and 
Monique Florez 

JOIN OUR MAILING LIST 

Receive newsletters, organization 
announcements, and other relevant 
information by e-mail.  
Text WEATNTS to 22828  
to get started! 

INTERESTED IN MENTORING?  

Are you interested in educating college 
students about our industry?  
Contact Allison Blake to speak at 
Universities and Colleges around  
the state! 

Want to see your name here?  
See Sponsorship Opportunities on page 16 or CLICK HERE. Contact Rami Issa for questions. 

Section meetings are typically held in the months of January, March, May, July, October, and November. 

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

mailto:bmiller@hazenandsawyer.com
mailto:chris.vela@kimley-horn.com
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com
mailto:monique.florez@fortworthtexas.gov
mailto:Allison.Blake@freese.com
https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts/
mailto:rami.issa@aecom.com


13th Annual Cook-Off 
Friday, October 25, 2019 

The Knights of Columbus Hall 

2625 S Cooper Street 

Arlington, Texas 76015 

Schedule of Events 
Teams May Arrive   8:00 AM 

Social Hour    5:00 PM 

Food Judging & Costume Contest 6:00 PM 

Kid’s Dinner Buffet   6:15 PM 

General Buffet & Program  6:30 PM 

Awards    7:30 PM 

Join us! 
Members and Guest: $20 

City/Utility and Guest: $10 

Kids 15 and Under: Free 

Email Agata Ristow at  

a.ristow@prime-controls.com  

Register online or complete the form in the team 

packet (attached or on the WEAT-NTS website). 

Team registration is due by October 18th. 

Additional details on team registration are  

included in the team information packet.  

Two vehicle limit per team in field.  

Awards 
 BBQ: Chicken, Beef, Pork, Wild Game 

 Dessert 

 Beer 

 Pit Master 

 Most Hospitable Team 

 Best Kids’ Costume BYOB until 5:30 pm! Hard liquor is BYO all day! 

Get in the Halloween spirit! Costumes 

are encouraged for kids AND adults. 

BENEFITS THE NORTH TEXAS OPERATIONS  CHALLENGE 
TEAMS AT NATIONAL COMPETITIONS 

Entertainment provided by the 

DWU Central Snappers 

Costumes Encouraged 

Family-friendly festivities 

including a photo booth! 

mailto:pspitzer@ntmwd.com?subject=Opstoberfest%20Registration
https://form.jotform.com/92236271272151
https://weat-nts.org/events/opstoberfest/


www.tawwa.org/event/nctcasinonight2019

6TH ANNUAL

Register or Donate at:
www.tawwa.org/event/nctcasinonight2019

Dinner and Cash Bar

,

.
. ., ,

Presented by:

S c h o l a r s h i p  P r o g r a m

Proceeds benefit:

A Night Filled with 
Poker, Blackjack, 

Craps & Raffle 
Prizes

Thank you to our Sponsors!

Gold:

Silver:

Platinum:

https://www.tawwa.org/event/nctcasinonight2019
https://www.waterforpeople.org/
https://www.tawwa.org/group/%20Sch
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President-Elect 
Grace Sober 
214-765-8731 
Email 

President 
Phil Spitzer 
469-626-4918 
Email 

Officers & Committee Chairs 

Vice President 
Nicole Conner 
214-288-7609 
Email 

Treasurer 
Rami Issa 
214-326-1983 
Email 

Deputy Treasurer 
Elle Frier 
214-640-1769 
Email 

Secretary 
Heather Wootton 
912-377-7480 
Email 

Past President 
Mark Perkins 
469-475-0922 
Email 

Section Rep 
Sherri van der Wege 
972-588-3142 
Email 

Past Section Rep 
Jeff Caffey 
817-806-1723 
Email 

Audit 
Grace Sober 
214-765-8731 | Email 

Fundraising 
Heather Wootton 
972-377-7480 | Email 

Public Ed/Science Fair 
Chris Vela 
817-339-2299 | Email 

PWO 
Steve Golhar 
214-671-9112 | Email 

Awards 
Andre Garces 
214-951-0807 | Email 

Historian 
Paul Roach 
Email 

Scholarships 
Chris Young 
817-806-1700 | Email 

YP - Dallas 
Marc Cashion 
817-403-1140 | Email  
 
Suparna 
Mukhopadhyay 
214-346-2849 | Email 

Communications 
Grace Sober 
214-765-8731 | Email 

Nominations 
Matt Jalbert 
469-475-0922 | Email 

Seminar 
Noel Pattengale 
Email 

Constitution/Bylaws 
Amy Robinson 
817-332-8727 | Email 

Photography 
Malcolm Cowdin 
972-262-5186 | Email 

YP - Fort Worth 
Paula Monaco 
817-806-1718 | Email 
 
Reyna Reyes 
214-522-8778 | Email 
 

Website 
Andy Paulson 
469-619-1241 | Email 
 
Nicole Conner 
214-288-7609 | Email  

Finance 
Rami Issa 
214-326-1983 | Email 

Programs 
Nicole Conner 
214-288-7609 | Email 

mailto:gdsober@lan-inc.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:pspitzer@ntmwd.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:rami.issa@aecom.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:elle.frier@freese.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:hawootton@garverusa.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:jalbertm@trinityra.org?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:sherri@vanderwege.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:jcaffey@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:gdsober@lan-inc.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:hawootton@garverusa.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:Chris.Vela@kimley-horn.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:Shrirang.golhar@dallascityhall.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:agarces@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS%20Awards
mailto:proach@cpyi.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:cyoung@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:marc@pumpsolutions.net?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:mukhopadhyays@cdmsmith.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:gdsober@lan-inc.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:jalbertm@trinityra.org?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:noel.pattengale@arcadis.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:robinsonar@cdmsmith.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:cowdinm@trinityra.org?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:pmonaco@plummer.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:ROReyes@lan-inc.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:ajpaulson@sig-auto.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:rami.issa@aecom.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
mailto:nicoleconner@kennedyjenks.com
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Young Professionals 

YP Fort Worth 
Paula Monaco 
Reyna Reyes 

For more information, contact: 

YP Dallas 
Marc Cashion 
Suparna Mukhopadhyay 

For more information, contact: 

July 2019 Happy Hour—Dallas 
Thank you to all who came out for our June 
happy hour at Sandbar Cantina. Our YPs 
bonded over volleyball and some margaritas 
to beat the heat! A special shoutout to 
Pump Solutions for sponsoring the event.  



 

WEAT-NTS Newsletter  - 10 - www.weat-nts.org 

Public Ed. 
Chris Vela 

For more information, contact: 

Public Outreach 

For more information, contact: 
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NEW HIRE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Personal News 

Aryana Davin joins Perkins Engineering Consultants, Inc. 

Perkins Engineering Consultants, Inc. is pleased to announce 
that Aryana Davin, E.I.T. has joined the firm.  Ms. Davin recently 
completed a Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical 
Engineering from the University of Arkansas, and is assisting 
with PECI’s process, design, and regulatory work.   

HAVE NEWS TO SHARE?  

Send your announcements and pictures to Phil Spitzer 
to be included in the next newsletter. 

Trinity River Authority welcomes two new employees 

Dusty Brannum joined the Trinity River Authority (TRA) in July of 2019.  He received 
his Bachelor’s Degree in 2003 from The University of Texas at Arlington in Electrical 
Engineering.  He received his Masters of Engineering in Civil Engineering in 2009 
from The University of Texas at Arlington.  He was a Project Coordinator for 
Thompson Pipe Group Pressure for the previous three years managing large 
diameter steel, pre-tensioned and pre-stressed concrete cylinder pipe projects 
around the country.  He worked with two engineering firms prior to 2016.  He is an 
Engineer in the Capital Improvements Program in TRA’s Plant Group. 

Amanda Voss graduated from the University of Texas at Arlington in 2013 with a 
Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering. She worked as an engineering consultant for 
over six years focusing on large diameter pipeline projects. Amanda recently joined 
the Trinity River Authority (TRA) pipeline team as an Engineer in the Planning, 
Development, and Construction Administration group in July 2019.  

mailto:pspitzer@ntmwd.com?subject=WEAT-NTS
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Awards 

It’s time for TX Water 2020 Award nominations!  Please 
nominate your peers or yourself to represent WEAT-NTS.  

The deadline for nominations is November 11, 2019.  
 

Please reach out to Andre Garces if you need assistance with the nomination process or 
are in need of additional references.  Below is the general list of awards. Please visit the 
WEAT website for more details.  

 

 5S - Select Society of Sanitary Sludge Shovelers Award 
 Dennis Laskowski Recruitment Award 
 Alan H. Plummer Environmental Sustainability Award 
 Emerging Leader Award 
 Exemplary Employer Award 
 Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plan of the Year Award 
 Lifetime Achievement Award 
 Medal of Honor for Heroism Award 
 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plan of The Year Award 
 Outstanding Operator of The Year Award 
 Outstanding Public Official Award 
 Outstanding Service Award 
 Pillars Of The Profession Award 
 Ronald B. Sieger Biosolids Management Award 
 Sidney L. Allison Award 
 Susan B. Hier Award for Excellence in Education and Licensing Award 
 T. L. Satterwhite Award 
 Winfield S. Mahlie Award 
 Arthur Sidney Bedell Award 
 George W. Burke, Jr. Award 
 Laboratory Analyst Excellence Award 
 William D. Hatfield Award 

Awards 
Andre Garces 

For more information, contact: 

mailto:agarces@plummer.com
https://www.weat.org/awards
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Scholarships 

Congratulations to our Fall scholarship awardees!  

Scholarships 
Chris Young 

For more information, contact: 

Daryl Hall Scholarships 
Rey Davila 

Amanda Davis 

Justin Halter 

Raudel Juarez 

Maygan Paul 

McCartney Paul 

Tiffany Tran 

WEAT NTS Scholarships 
Sarah DeBaro 

David Edelman 

Stephen Hidalgo 

Jaben Hodges 

Danielle Hollbrook 

Neha Irrinki 

Grayson Jackson 

Kate Lydzinski 

Brooke Rogers 

Caitlin Ruff 

Jessica Walden 

Brennan Welch 

Kelly Xavier 

Rebecca Zabolio 
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July Meeting Recap 

 

 

The WEAT North Texas Section July dinner meeting was held at Joe T. Garcia’s 
Restaurant on July 25, 2019. The speaker’s, Jay Chapa, Fort Worth Assistant City 
manager. “Keeping it Clean” presentation described the City’s “One Water, One Utility, 
One Team” approach to taking care of water in Fort Worth. Jay gave the 86 attendees 
an overview of the City’s water department operations and $1 billion five-year capital 
program, covering topics such as asset management, workforce development, and the 
capital improvements program.  

As a prelude to Jay’s presentation, Nicole 
Conner and Phil Spitzer presented outgoing 
Section President, Mark Perkins, with a plaque 
and one-of-a-kind Mark Perkins bobblehead 
figure.  

 

Section Rep. 
Sherri van der Wege 

For more information, contact: 

Jay Chapa, Fort Worth Assistant City manager, delivering his “Keeping it Cle an” presentation. 

Mark Perkins, outgoing Section President, is 
gifted with a plaque and mirror-image 
bobblehead by Phil Spitzer and Nicole Conner. 



 

 
 

 

The City of Dallas is proud to announce its second annual Branch Out Dallas program to 

provide residents with a free 5-gallon tree for their yard.  Trees help reduce air pollution, 

help filter stormwater and urban runoff, cool the air, and slow climate change.                       

Now we’re asking for your help! 
 

RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS!   
Help us hand out trees by volunteering your time on 

Saturday, November 2, 2019. Select a shift at one of the 

six pick-up locations by signing up at  Volunteer Here 

or at Voly.org/cityofdallas 

PICK-UP LOCATIONS: 

Shelton School  

The Village Church 

       White Rock Church of Christ  

Adamson High School 

Kimball High School  

C. A. Tatum Jr. Elementary  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL  
       BranchOutDallas@dallascityhall.com 

 

        

Publication No. FY 18-19 #141 

 

https://www.voly.org/agencies/profile.html?id=4464
mailto:BranchOutDallas@dallascityhall.com
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Thank you to our Sponsors! 
Platinum Sponsors 
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Platinum Sponsors 

Gold Sponsors 

Newsletter Sponsors 

ADD YOUR NAME HERE 

See Sponsorship Opportunities on 
page 16 or CLICK HERE. Contact 
Rami Issa for questions. 

https://squareup.com/market/weat-nts/
mailto:rami.issa@aecom.com
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