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Evaluating Corrosion & Sedimentation in an Active
Wastewater Interceptor to Improve Operations and
Identify Optimum Rehabilitation

Dinner Meeting
Date: Thursday, July 15, 2010
Location:

Cowboys Golf Club
1600 Fairway Drive
Grapevine, Texas

Speakers:

Madelene Rafalko, PE (FWWD)

Topic:

Evaluating Corrosion &
Sedimentation in an Active
Wastewater Interceptor to Improve
Operations and Identify Optimum
Rehabilitation

Meeting Agenda: Social hour - 5:30
Dinner - 6:30
Announcements - 7:00
Program - 7:15 - 8:00
Costs:

$20 Per Person
Students Free

The City of Fort Worth has over 19 miles of parallel 90 to
96-inch wastewater interceptors that transport flows to
the Village Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. These
concrete pipe interceptors were installed in 1963 and
1977 and are critical in transporting wastewater flows for
a majority of the Fort Worth service area. The City conducted a visual inspection of the interceptors which identified corrosion problems. That qualitative, visual inspection prompted the City to conduct a quantitative inspection to measure and evaluate the interceptor’s structural
and operational condition.
For this inspection a remotely operated robot was selected and utilized for forensic measurements of corrosion by laser scanning, sedimentation measurements by
sonar scans, visual inspection by closed circuit television,
and H2S gas profiling. The interceptor measurements
taken allows for the structural evaluation and life expectancy determination of the interceptors. The sediment
measurements show available pipe capacity and areas
for cleaning activity. The H2S profiling and H2SWIN
Continued on page 6

Meeting Sponsors:
Brown O’Brien Sewer Specialties
Malcolm Pirnie

Now Accepting Applications
The first ever 2010 Daryl Hall Scholarship application form
is now available online for download at www.weatnts.org. The deadline for all applications is August 13,
2010. The Daryl Hall fund scholarship will benefit those in
our industry who are involved in collections, operations,
maintenance, pretreatment and laboratory services for
wastewater providers in the WEAT North Texas Section
area.

Gold Sponsor
RedZone Robotics

Please RSVP to Holly Ingram at
hingram@cpyi.com by Thursday, July 8, 2010.
EDITOR:

The scholarship will be awarded to students who are seeking a technical or associates degrees from approved twoyear colleges and technical degree programs.

Holly Ingram (hingram@cpyi.com)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
When I moved to Texas from Australia in 1985,
I knew immediately that I’d found my new
home. While others might assert that Australians and Texans say things differently, I didn’t
find too much of a difference in the friendly
familiarity of “G’day mates” and “Howdy y’all.”
Now 25 years later, I can relate to the bumper
sticker, “I wasn’t born in Texas, but I got here
as fast as I could.”
One of the biggest things Australia and Texas have in common is hard-working, fun-loving people. That pretty much sums
up our WEAT-North Texas Section, wouldn’t you say?
Certainly no one works harder than out-going president
John Bennett. It’s my pleasure to thank John and all of the
officers, committee chairs, and volunteers who made 2009/10
such a successful year. Under John’s able leadership, the North
Texas Section achieved an extraordinary list of accomplishments. Please take a moment to read “What a year for WEATNTS!” on the next page and join me in thanking all of our volunteers for their tireless efforts.
Broadening WEAT-NTS Membership
The new WEAT North Texas Section officers are already
busy planning the activities for the next 12 months. Like our
predecessors, we will do our best to make this section stronger,
more vibrant and even more successful. To that end, this year
we will make a concerted effort to reach out to four groups within
the water industry that are currently under-represented in the
North Texas Section: students, young professionals, industrial
users, and manufacturer’s reps. We’ve already begun talking to
other WEAT Sections that have greater participation from these
groups to learn how we can better engage these segments of
the industry.
Building on Positive Momentum
Beyond reaching out to new groups, we are working hard to
build on the positive momentum John and others created. Our
WEAT-NTS 2010/11 officers are a diverse group. We have representatives from consulting, utilities, and manufacturer’s reps.
(See the list of Officers and Committee Chairs near the end of
the newsletter.) I’m thrilled with the enthusiasm and creativity of
this group! They’ve already developed many great ideas for the
upcoming year, including:
Engaging Bi-monthly Meetings. We’re currently developing a
slate of speakers and topics for the next year. What do you
want to know? Who do you want to hear from? If you have ideas

for interesting topics or presenters, contact Program Committee
Chair Dawn Anderson.
Operations Challenge Cook-Off and Picnic. Dawn is also
planning the September picnic. With input from many of you,
she’s working on making the 4th Annual Operations Challenge
Cook-Off and Picnic the best yet. Look for details in future announcements.
February Seminar. Seminar Committee Chair Jeff Sober is
exploring themes and new locations for our annual seminar. Do
you have suggestions? Give Jeff a call.
Sporting Clays Event. This was a great success last year. So
much so that our challenge will be handling the expected increase in number of competitors! Mark your calendars now for
this March 2011 event. Jeff Sober is on point again for this activity and is already exploring a variety of options, including alternate locations. Be looking for future updates.
Potential New Events. Joe Etchegaray and Buster Fichera
have exciting ideas for new events the North Texas Section
could host. I don’t want to give anything away, so I’ll just say to
be on the watch in future newsletters for announcements.
Sponsorships for 2010/11. You will soon receive a letter from
Vice President Dawn Anderson about the company sponsorships for 2010/11. We will keep the same four categories of
sponsorship as in past years: dinner meeting sponsor, February
seminar sponsor, newsletter advertisement, and scholarship
fund. However, this year we will offer more flexibility in sponsorship levels.
Creating a Stronger Section, Together!
I hope you’ll agree that we’re off to a strong start! With such
a diverse group of officers backed by the energy and creativity
of our entire North Texas Section, I have great expectations for
the coming 12 months.
As a final word, I encourage you to participate fully in WEAT
-NTS. When each of us participates, we learn together, we
meet great people, and we have fun along the way.
I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting at the Cowboys Golf Club on July 15.
Thank you!
Darryl Corbin, President, WEAT- NTS
(972) 239-9949

Dinner Meeting - July 15, 2010 @ Cowboys Golf Club, Grapevine, Texas

WEAT North Texas Section E-Newsletter

What a Year for WEAT-NTS!
Under John Bennett’s leadership, the North
Texas Section racked up an extraordinary list
of accomplishments in 2009/10. They have set
the bar high for the 2010/11 officers!
Here are just a few of the successes John and other volunteers achieved:
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 Implemented various changes to improve our financials,
such as the move from CityPlace to the Cowboys Golf
Club. Thank you to past Treasurer Dawn Anderson.

 Further improved the content and look of the bi-monthly

newsletter. A special thank you to Electronic Communication Committee Chair Holly Ingram.

 Held the 3rd Annual Operations Challenge Cook-Off and

Picnic in September. This popular event attracted 14 cook
-off teams, drew well over 160 attendees, raised $1,000
for the Operations Challenge teams, and raised almost
another $1,000 for the scholarship funds. A special thank
you to past Program Committee Chair Erin Flanagan.

 Put on a one-day technical seminar in February that generated record attendance and profit levels. Special
thanks go to past Seminar Committee Chair Gilbert
Trejo.

 Conducted the inaugural Sporting Clays Event in March.

140 WEAT members convened in Fort Worth for this
competition and raised $6,766 that was divided between
the WEAT-NTS scholarship fund, the Daryl Hall Scholarship Fund, and Water for People. Many thanks to organizer Jeff Sober.

 Raised the participation level of operators and young professionals in WEAT-NTS events. Thank you to John
Bennett for making this one of his objectives.

 Awarded a record 6½ scholarships to students of WEAT

members (the ½ being a student who graduated after
only one additional semester). A special thanks to Scholarship Committee Chair David Jackson.

 Added sufficient money into the Daryl Hall Scholarship
fund that we are now accepting applications. Parents
working in operations, maintenance, or laboratories in

Reaching Out, Signing Up & Showing Up
Here are three things each of us can do to make WEAT-NTS
a stronger, more vibrant Section.
1. Reach out to colleagues, associates, and clients.
The broader our membership, the stronger our section. If you know colleagues, clients, manufacturer’s
reps, or industrial users who are not active in WEATNTS, reach out to them and invite them to join you
for a meeting. Or simply send us their email address
and we’ll send them the newsletter.
2. Sign up to volunteer. Volunteering with WEAT is
both rewarding and fun. You can help the section by
volunteering at a single event or taking on a committee position. Talk to one of the officers about the
various opportunities to get involved.
3. RSVP promptly. We are required to commit to a
head count up to seven days prior to dinner events.
Increasingly, however, people wait until a day or two
before the event before signing up. Please attempt
to sign up early so that we can better plan and control our costs. And remember, if you can’t go, please
let us know as soon as possible. WEAT-NTS still
has to pay for your dinner, so if you have to drop out
at the last minute, it is common courtesy to mail us a
check for the missed meeting dues.

North Texas utilities and who have children of eligible age
should be on the look-out for the application form.

 Surpassed previous meeting attendance levels by having
great speakers, notable topics, and offering a new location (the Cowboys Golf Club in Grapevine).

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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May 2010 Dinner Meeting Highlights
Topic: Operator Friendly and
Intelligent Security Measures

A Big Thanks to Our
May Dinner Meeting Sponsors:

Outgoing President
John Bennett (TRA) presided
over the meeting for
the last time.
Past President, Amy Robinson
(CDM) announced the winners
of water-related projects at the
Dallas and Fort Worth
Regional Science Fairs.

John Bennett presented Holly Ingram (CP&Y)
with an award recognizing her outstanding
contributions on the WEAT-NTS
Erin Flanagan (Freese and Nichols) presented speakers Paul Bounds
(FWWD) and Michael Graves (CP&Y) with plaques.

(continued on page 5)

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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May 2010 Dinner Meeting Highlights
(continued from page 4)

:

Paul Bounds—Fort Worth
Water Department

Randy McIntyre (Malcolm Pirnie)
announced the new WEAT-NTS officers
for the year 2010-2011.

Michael Graves—CP&Y

Dallas and Fort Worth
Regional Science Fair
Winners were invited to the
May 2010 WEAT-NTS Dinner to display their projects.

Jeff Sober (Carollo) announced the
details of an upcoming
Young Professionals event.
Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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Carrollton Hosts
Continuing Education Classes

Continued from page 1

modeling along with the structural evaluations is used
to determine the life expectancy of the interceptor at
various locations.
The detailed inspection identified that sedimentation
and corrosion varied significantly. Additional interceptor system information was reviewed along with system operational data to understand the interceptor
system responses. Examples of how the interceptor
system design, hydraulics and operations affect corrosion, sedimentation and odors will be presented.
Variances in how concrete interceptors was constructed in the 60’s and 70’s and their response to
corrosion was observed and evaluated.
The presentation will discuss how the reliability of the
interceptors and remain useful life was evaluated by
calculating the structural condition of the pipe in consideration of the measured corrosion, pipe manufacturing, changes in surface conditions, embedment
and may other structural and operational factors.
The presentation will also include rehabilitation alternatives and schedules for of the interceptors along
with the costs, operational impacts and benefits to the
system. The alternatives evaluated include sliplining,
cure-in-place, replacement, coatings, lining and
chemicals.
Ms. Rafalko has over 15 years of environmental engineering experience specializing in project management of wastewater projects. She holds a Bachelors
of Science in Civil Engineering from the University of
Texas at Arlington. She is a Senior Professional Engineer for the City of Fort Worth Water Department.

The City of Carrollton is hosting several continuing
education classes taught by Texas Water Utilities
Association.


Utility Safety
6/29/10-7/01/10
Tuesday & Wednesday, 8am-5pm
Thursday 8am-12pm



Chlorinator Maintenance
8/03/10-8/05/10
Tuesday & Wednesday 8am-5pm
Thursday 8am-12pm



Valve and Fire Hydrant Maint.
8/31/10-9/02/10
Tuesday & Wednesday 8am-5pm
Thursday 8am-12pm

To enroll in any of the above classes, please contact
TWUA through their website www.twua.org or call 1-888367-8982
All classes will be held at 4750 N. Josey Ln., Carrollton,
Tx 75010
Kevin Pike
Water Quality/Production Supervisor
Public Works
972-466-4206

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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WEAT YP’s Tour Fort Worth’s
Village Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant
On Friday June 25, 2010, the Young Professionals, along with
some “Not So Young” Professionals met at the Fort Worth Village Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. It was very encouraging that there was such a dynamic mix of “Young” and “Not So
Young” Professionals, as it allowed for increased learning opportunities. Over 60 WEAT and AWWA members gathered in the
conference room to hear Jacob Pena, Village Creek’s Electrical
and Instrumentation Supervisor, give an excellent presentation
titled “E&I Design Considerations for YP’s” Jacob shared with
the audience tips on saving money during design, considering
final O&M costs, and also showed examples of cost saving innovations by VCWWTP staff. The event was provided free of
charge to members and included a lunch catered by On The
Border. After lunch, Jacob gave a tour to the group around the
facility, highlighting the items presented earlier. Many thanks are
due to the City of Fort Worth Water Department for hosting the
event, the event organizers, Jeff Sober and Jacob Pena, and
Joe Etchegaray and Donnie Anderson of FloTec and Rotork
(respectively) for sponsoring lunch.

Jacob Pena, middle, answers questions as he leads the YP tour.

Stay tuned to announcements and emails for the next YP event
in October.
Thank you to our hosts:
The tour group listens as Jacob explains recent
E&I modifications.

Lunch was sponsored and provided by:

and

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.

Page—8

WEAT North Texas Section E-Newsletter

Please Take Note of the
Following Announcements

RJN Group Hires Brian McDaniel
Brian McDaniel joins RJN Group, Inc.’s Dallas office, as a Sr.
Project Manager, with more than 36 years of experience in municipal engineering. As a veteran Project Manager, he has
served in various capacities on numerous projects in the DFW
metroplex, and on projects across Texas and the U.S. He has
significant experience as a business developer for water and
wastewater utility projects, as well as many other municipal and
transportation projects. He has worked on numerous capital
improvement projects, including water and wastewater treatment
plant, paving and drainage, light rail and private development.
Mr. McDaniel has a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering
from the University of Texas and is a Professional Engineer in
Texas.

EI2 Hires Michael Carpenter
Michael Carpenter joins EI2. Michael will be responsible for
outside sales in the Dallas office.

New WEAT-NTS Fund
Raising Committee!
To get involved or share fund raising ideas,
please contact Jeff Sober, Committee Chair,
at: jsober@carollo.com
2010 WEAT-NTS Scholarship

RJN Group Hires Chris Brooks
Chris Brooks joins RJN Group Inc.’s Fort Worth office as a Sr.
Project Manager, with 25 years of engineering experience that
includes extensive wastewater infrastructure planning and rehabilitation designs, utility system operations and maintenance,
pipeline condition assessments, regulatory permitting, sanitary
sewer and stormwater system modeling, and civil engineering
designs associated with a wide range of municipal infrastructure improvements, including stormwater utility systems. Mr.
Brooks has managed and participated in a variety of municipal
and regional engineering projects and studies that addressed
storm water and flood plain management issues and drainage
designs.
Mr. Brooks has a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from
Texas A&M University and is a Professional Engineer in Texas.
SAVE THE DATE….
Annual Daryl Hall Memorial Golf Tournament at
Links at Waterchase
September 17, 2010.

It’s that time of the year to start sending in applications for the 2010 WEAT-NTS Scholarship. Applications must be sent in by 5:00 p.m., August 13,
2010. Please see the website: www.weat-nts.org
and click here for the application. Also, please contact David Jackson if you have questions.

GAI Hires William (Bill) Sako
William (Bill) Sako, PE has joined Gupta & Associates in
their Dallas Office as a Senior Electrical Engineer. Bill has
over 35 years of experience in electrical distribution and
controls engineering and design. He has experience in
planning, design and construction management. His experience includes electrical system design for water and
wastewater treatment plants, lift stations, pump stations,
industrial plants, and high voltage substations. He has
functioned as the senior electrical engineer and project
manager for projects in various states
Bill is a licensed PE in 14 states, including the State of
Texas.

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.

WEAT North Texas Section E-Newsletter
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Announcements

GAI Hires M. K. Gopalan
M.K. Gopalan, PE, has joined Gupta & Associates in their
Dallas Office as a Senior Electrical Engineer. MK has
over 40 years of experience in electrical distribution and
controls engineering and design. He has an MS in Industrial Engineering and another MS in Mechanical Engineering. He has senior and managerial level expertise in electrical power, control, instrumentation and communication
engineering. His experience includes electrical power engineering including the design of AC Low voltage and Medium voltage systems for petro-chemical, air reduction
plants, water treatment plants, waste treatment plants and
telecommunication facilities. He has experience in commercial and industrial specialty power systems engineering including distributed power systems, DC power systems, UPS systems, standby power generation and cogeneration. And he has done system design preparation
and operation optimization of large HVAC systems for telecommunication facilities.
MK is a licensed PE in Arkansas and in the State of
Texas.

Don’t Forget
Registration is now open for
WEFTEC 2010
Register Online

Super Saver Deadline:
July 15, 2010

Also
2011 Call for Abstracts
Will be Coming Soon!
http://www.wef.org

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.
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SUPPORTERS OF WEAT NORTH TEXAS SECTION

DON’T SEE YOUR COMPANY IN THE NEWSLETTER??
Contact Treasurer joe@floteccorp.com
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SUPPORTERS OF WEAT NORTH TEXAS SECTION

Don’t See Your Business
Card Ad Listed?
Please contact
joe@floteccorp.com
(Joe Etchegaray)
for information on
advertising in the
WEAT-NTS Newsletter.

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.

WEAT North Texas Section E-Newsletter
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WEAT—NTS CONTACTS
OFFICERS

NAME

DAY PHONE

FAX NO.

E-MAIL
dcorbin@carollo.com

President

Darryl Corbin

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

President-Elect

Erin Flanagan

(214) 217-2261

(214) 217-2275

Vice President

Dawn Anderson

(214) 638-0500

(214) 638-3723

danderson@cpyi.com

Secretary

Buster Fichera

(817) 392-4978

(817) 392-4957

buster.fichera@fortworthgov.org

Treasurer

Joe Etchegaray

(972) 554-6199

(972) 554-6665

Past President

John Bennett

(817) 430-4657

(940) 349-8951

bennettj@trinityra.org

Section Rep

Amy Robinson

(817) 332-8727

(817) 332-6870

robinsonar@cdm.com

Past Section Rep

Becky Guthrie

(940) 349-8938

(940) 349-8951

rebecca.guthrie@cityofdenton.com

DAY PHONE

FAX NO.

E-MAIL

COMMITTEE

CHAIR

ecf@freese.com

joe@floteccorp.com

Audit

Erin Flanagan

(214) 217-2261

(214) 217-2275

ecf@freese.com

Awards

Phil Spitzer

(214) 631-6100

(214) 631-6109

pspitzer@apaienv.com

Constitution/Bylaws

Amy Robinson

(817) 332-8727

(817) 332-6870

robinsonar@cdm.com

Finance

Darryl Corbin

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

dcorbin@carollo.com

Fund Raising

Jeff Sober

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

jsober@carollo.com

Electronic Communication

Holly Ingram

(214) 640-1730

(214) 638-3723

hingram@cpyi.com

Nominations

John Bennett

(817) 430-4657

(940) 349-8951

bennettj@trinityra.org

PWO

Mike Young

(972) 262-5186

(817) 589-0072

youngm@trinityra.org

Photography

Malcolm Cowdin

(972) 262-5186

(972) 219-7521

cowdinm@trinityra.org

Program

Dawn Anderson

(214) 638-0500

(214) 638-3723

danderson@cpyi.com

Public Education/Science
Fair

Amy Robinson

(817) 332-8727

(817) 332-6870

robinsonar@cdm.com

Scholarship Fund

David Jackson

(214) 217-2257

(817) 332-6870

drj@freese.com

Scholarship Fund Co-Chair

Matt Jalbert

(214) 217-2246

(214) 217-2275

msj@freese.com

Seminar

Jeff Sober

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

jsober@carollo.com

Young ProfessionalsDallas

Meera Victor

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

mvictor@carollo.com

Corinne Kluge

(972) 239-9949

(972) 239-9117

ckluge@carollo.com

Rick Shaffer

(817) 392-6821

Lauren Plunk

(817) 806-1745

Young ProfessionalsFt Worth

rshaffer@cpyi.com
(817) 870-2536

lplunk@apaienv.com

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.

Page—14

WEAT North Texas Section E-Newsletter

WEAT-NTS Calendar of Events
July 15, 2010

Cowboys Golf Club

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

September 2010

TBD

WEAT-NTS

Annual Picnic

November 18, 2010

Texas Star

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

January 20, 2011

Cowboys Golf Club

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

February, 2011

CityPlace, Dallas

WEAT-NTS

February Seminar

March 17, 2011

TexasStar

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

May 19, 2011

Cowboys Golf Club

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

July 21, 2011

TexasStar

WEAT-NTS

Dinner Meeting

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE EMAIL NOTICES OF
EVENTS AND MEETINGS.

Are You Receiving
this e-Newsletter
in Error?
Or
Do Others in Your
Organization Wish to
Receive This Newsletter?
Either Way,
PLEASE EMAIL Holly Ingram
(hingram@cpyi.com)
THANKS

EMAIL hingram@cpyi.com
TO BE ADDED TO THE LIST.
THESE NOTICES GO OUT WELL IN ADVANCE OF
THE MEETINGS AND ALSO SERVE TO NOTIFY OF
EVENTS AND CHANGES.
YOU’LL RECEIVE ABOUT 3 EMAILS EVERY OTHER
MONTH.

WEAT MEMBERSHIP
It has its advantages!
Are you not a member of WEF or WEAT?
Or do you know someone who needs to join?
To get a membership application you can just
visit www.weat-nts.org and click on “About WEAT”
and then “Join WEAT.”

Please check our website: “http://www.weat-nts.org” for more information on seminars or other upcoming events.

